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Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be 
held in the Quambone Memorial Hall, Mungie Street, Quambone on 

Wednesday, 14 October 2020 at 10.00am. 
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12.16 Saleyards Report ................................................................................ 199 
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15 Conclusion of the Meeting ........................................................................... 222 

 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Page 4 

1 OPENING MEETING 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet 
today, the Wailwan people and the Gamilaroi people and recognise their 
continuing connection to land, water and culture. We pay our respects to 
Elders past, present and emerging. 

3 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

4 APOLOGIES/APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS 

5 DEPUTATION/DELEGATIONS 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Coonamble Shire 
Council held on Wednesday, 9 September 2020 and the Extraordinary 
Council Meeting of the Coonamble Shire Council held on Wednesday, 9 
September 2020 be confirmed as a correct records of the proceedings of 
the meetings. 
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MINUTES OF COONAMBLE SHIRE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SHIRE CHAMBER, COONAMBLE 
ON WEDNESDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 10.00 AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Ahmad Karanouh (Mayor), Cr Karen Churchill, Cr Pat Cullen, 
Cr Barbara Deans, Cr Bill Fisher, Cr Robert Thomas. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Hein Basson (General Manager), Bruce Quarmby (Executive 
Leader - Corporate and Sustainability), Kookie Atkins (Executive 
Leader - Infrastructure), Pip Goldsmith (Manager - Economic 
Development and Growth) and Jill Moorhouse (Executive 
Assistant). 

 

1 OPENING MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting at 10.18 a.m. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet today, the 
Wailwan people and the Gamilaroi people and recognise their continuing connection 
to land, water and culture.  We pay our respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 

3 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Nil. 

4 APOLOGIES/APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS  

Nil. 

5 DEPUTATION/DELEGATIONS 

Nil. 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  2020/135 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Coonamble Shire Council held on 
Wednesday, 12 August 2020 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings of 
the meeting. 

CARRIED 
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7 DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

Cr Deans informed the meeting that she has a non-pecuniary conflict of interest in 
Item 12.5 – Economic Development Progress report – the section dealing with the 
Inland Rail Project.   Cr Deans stated that her farming business is involved with grain 
production and her property is potentially affected by the proposed route of the Inland 
Rail Project.  She indicated she would remain in the Council Chamber, taking part in 
the discussions and voting on this item. 

 

8 RESOLUTION BOOK  

The General Manger informed the meeting that this item is now potentially 
superfluous as progress on important resolutions are addressed in relevant officers’ 
reports, however, due to the being included in the Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
Order of Business it is still shown on the agenda. 

Mr Basson said it may be prudent for Council to review its Code of Meeting Practice 
for amendment and a report in this regard would be brought back to Council as soon 
as is practicable. 

9 MAYORAL MINUTE 

 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 

i)  Update – Abattoir 

The Mayor provided a brief update on progress with works at the Castlereagh 
Regional Abattoir, advising that six (6) staff members have been employed and that 
there is a possibility of another twenty (20) people being engaged.    

The General Manager informed the meeting that Council received an update via 
letter from the Managing Director of this Abattoir earlier in the week, advising that 
upgrading works are ongoing and that officers of the EPA as well as from the NSW 
Food Authority have inspected the premises.   

The letter further advised that Mr Mark Goodman has been appointed as General 
Manager and Mr Shane Irwin as Meat Inspector.  It was also stated that they have 
approached TAFE and the Coonamble High School to set up training programs for 
prospective employees going forward. 

ii) Provision of Defibrillators 

The Mayor referred to the importance of providing defibrillators in prominent locations 
throughout the Shire and suggested Council purchase another one for Coonamble 
and one each for Gulargambone and Quambone.  The meeting noted that such 
devices are currently located at the Coonamble Pool and at the Coonamble 
Sportsground.  Staff confirmed the availability of the necessary funding from 
Council’s Development Reserve Fund. 

 

RESOLUTION  2020/136 

Moved: Cr Ahmad Karanouh 
Seconded: Cr Karen Churchill 
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That Council agrees to purchase three (3) defibrillators; one to be located in 
the Main Street near the pharmacy in Coonamble; one to be located in a 
prominent location at Gulargambone and the other at either the hotel or store 
in Quambone, noting that they cost around $2,500 each and if grant funds 
cannot be sourced, these devices being funded from Council’s Development 
Reserve Fund. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  2020/137 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

That the information contained in the Mayor’s Report be noted. 

CARRIED 

 

10 PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

SECTION A - MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY COUNCIL  

SECTION B - MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

10.1 THE HON MARK COULTON MP - COVID-19 IMPACT ON LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

RESOLUTION  2020/138 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

That Council notes the information contained in The Hon Mark Coulton’s letter 
in response to Council’s correspondence seeking support to recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

CARRIED 

Moved: Cr Robert Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Bill Fisher  

That Council submits a letter to the Local Government General Assembly 
seeking further clarification on the quantum of Financial Assistance Grants  
being paid to Local Government and its relationship with the Federal 
Government’s total annual revenues collected.   

CARRIED 
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11 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

11.1 ROADS COMMITTEE INAUGURAL MEETING 

In response to a question from Cr Cullen as to the role of the community 
representatives on the Roads Committee, the Executive Leader – Infrastructure said 
that they contribute through suggestions and recommendations, however, they are 
not involved in final decision-making and have no authority to influence works or 
otherwise.    

The community representatives are currently encouraged to have input in the 
prioritising of Council’s local roads network – particularly on population changes i.e. 
increases in the number of families being serviced by particular roads. 

It was noted that should the community representatives have issues with a particular 
road, they should lodge a customer request – consistent with Council’s adopted 
practice in this regard.  

RESOLUTION  2020/139 

Moved: Cr Robert Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Bill Fisher 

1. That Council notes the contents of this report, as well as the Roads 
Committee Meeting notes. 

2. That the actions outlined in the Roads Committee Meeting notes be 
implemented and reported back to the next meeting of the Roads 
Committee. 

CARRIED 

 

12 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

12.1 STATUS REPORT REGARDING COUNCILLOR ENQUIRIES 

RESOLUTION  2020/140 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

That Council notes the information in this report. 

CARRIED 
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12.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED UNDER DELEGATED 
AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION  2020/141 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

That Council notes Development Application No 018/2020 and Complying 
Development Application No 019/2020 have been approved under 
delegated authority since Council’s August 2020 Meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

12.3 NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 

RESOLUTION  2020/142 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

1. That Council notes the report. 

2. That Council authorises the Executive Leader Infrastructure to attend this 
congress in Wagga Wagga from 16 to 18 November 2020 should it goes 
ahead as a conventionally attended convention, or makes the necessary 
alternate arrangements for remote virtual attendance. 

CARRIED 

 

12.4 ADOPTION - DRAFT CODE OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURES FOR THE 
ADMINSTRATION OF THE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT 

The General Manager informed the meeting that the Office of Local Government 
(OLG) has recently made amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local 
Councils in NSW and the Procedures for the Administration of the Model Code of 
Conduct for Local Councils in NSW.   He said these amendments have come into 
immediate effect.    

RESOLUTION  2020/143 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Bill Fisher 

1. That Council notes the contents of the report, specifically the changes 
brought about by the revised Model Codes of Conduct for Councillors and 
Staff. 

2. That Council formally adopts the following revised suite of documents 
developed by the Office of Local Government and as circulated to 
Councils in August 2020:  

(a) Model Code of Conduct for Councillors;  

(b) Model Code of Conduct for Staff;  
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(c) Procedures for the Administration of the Model Conduct of Conduct.  

CARRIED 

 

12.5 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS REPORT 

i)   Public Amenities – Design and Artwork 

Cr Churchill asked whether a report, with options, from the Technical Panel which is 
overseeing the design and artwork for the public amenities and surrounds will be 
brought back to Council for determination.  In response, Council’s Manager – 
Economic Development and Growth said that a short list of recommendations will be 
submitted to Council. 

ii)  Christmas Party 

In conjunction with stakeholders, the date of the Christmas Street Party has been set 
for Saturday 12 December 2020 and it was decided to invite expressions of interest 
for management of the event, which close on 25 September 2020. 

Discussion regarding whether to pursue this event due to restrictions of the Public 
Health Order in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in Council agreeing to 
continue planning and also look at feasible alternatives in the light of restrictions still 
being in place. 

ii)   Inland Rail Project 

On a question of Cr Deans about the Interface Improvement Program – Round Two – 
the Manager Economic Development and Growth said that Council will submit an 
expression of interest to the Productivity Enhancement Program; the aim of which is 
to propose improvements between supply chains and Inland Rail leading to greater 
community resilience.  The Meeting noted that three (3) options were being 
considered, with Option Three (3) representing the best choice. 

RESOLUTION  2020/144 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

1. That Council notes the contents of this report.  

2. That Council affirms the date of the Christmas Street Party to be 
Saturday 12 December 2020 and authorises staff to arrange for the 
closure of Castlereagh Street between Aberford and Tooloon Streets 
for this event.  

3. That Council notes the contents of the attached ‘Lobbying of 
Councillors Policy’ and follows the guidelines enshrined within this 
Policy; acknowledging the important governance principles of 
openness and transparency and being aware of its responsibility in 
appropriately managing the public perception. 

4. That Council requests the owners of the Castlereagh Regional 
Abattoir to furnish Council with a written update on where they are at 
with the development and starting of operations, in order for Council 
to acquire first-hand knowledge of the extent of the development and 
potential benefit to the community.  

5. That Council requests staff to organise a visit for Councillors to the 
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Castlereagh Regional Abattoir. 
 
6. That Council further requests staff to liaise with the owners and 

operators of the Castlereagh Regional Abattoir, the EPA and the NSW 
Food Authority regarding compliance and appropriate approvals 
required, and to be able to gather relevant information for official 
progress updates to Council. 

CARRIED 

 

12.6 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT 

 

RESOLUTION  2020/145 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Karen Churchill 

That Council notes the information contained in this report.  

CARRIED 

 

12.7 RANGER'S MONTHLY REPORT 

RESOLUTION  2020/146 

Moved: Cr Pat Cullen 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

That Council notes the information in this report. 

CARRIED 

 

12.8 ENGINEERING SERVICES - WORKS IN PROGRESS 

i)  Identification of Water Losses 

Cr Deans referred to a previous report regarding this matter and asked whether staff 
has been able to identify the areas where significant water loss has been occurring.  
The Executive Leader – Infrastructure advised that Council investigations are 
continuing. 

ii)  Shade Facility – Macdonald Park 

Cr Cullen referred to removal of the shade facility to make way for the Skate Bowl in 
Macdonald Park and said he understood it would be relocated in the park.  In 
response, the Executive Leader – Corporate and Sustainability said that GHD is 
developing a masterplan incorporating the pool and park precinct and the location of 
a shade facility would be included.  

Outback Arts Report 

Cr Deans referred to the projects and programs being undertaken by Outback Arts 
and shared with Council the Members Report for period June to August 2020, which 
provides a comprehensive outline of these activities. 
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iii)  Works on Warren Road 

Cr Deans referred to the increase in heavy vehicle movements on the Warren Road 
and asked when works would be undertaken.  The Executive Leader Infrastructure 
said that funding under Fixing Country Roads Program and Roads of Significant 
Importance has been allocated following a joint application from Coonamble and 
Warren Shire Councils – with staff working towards commencing works as soon as is 
practicable. 

iv)  Supplementary Report  

A supplementary report was handed out to Councillors; highlighting the difficulties  
experienced with flood damage to Council’s road network, obtaining the necessary 
funding approvals from the State Government and executing the necessary remedial 
works in a planned and structured fashion with due risk related considerations.  The 
General Manager and Executive Leader Infrastructure spoke to the report, further 
explaining the potential complications associated with the current situation and 
Council acting in good faith and in the best interest of the rural community trying to 
alleviate known problem areas to the best of its ability.  

RESOLUTION  2020/147 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

That Council notes the information in the Works in Progress report and the 
supplementary report as was handed out at the Meeting. 

CARRIED 

At this juncture, 11.12 am, the meeting adjourned for morning tea and resumed at 
11.37 am. 

12.9 TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - COUNCIL ITEMS 

i) Speed Sign – Quambone 

The Mayor requested the Executive Leader Infrastructure to investigate the 
possibility of having a mobile speed sign indicating a 50k zone located at Quambone 
for a period of time. 

ii)  Community Consultation 40km Zone – Coonamble 

In response to a concern raised by Cr Deans, the Executive Leader Infrastructure 
said that as part of the process to introduce the proposed 40km speed zone, 
community consultation would take place. 

RESOLUTION  2020/148 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

1. That Council proceeds with the installation of a 40km zone as marked on 
the map accompanying this report, including a period of public 
consultation. 

2. That Council does not proceed with any u-turning areas for trucks on 
Carinda Road or any other local road; however, investigates the 
possibility of providing a parking bay on the Carinda Road. 

CARRIED 
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12.10 RATES AND CHARGES COLLECTIONS - AUGUST 2020 

RESOLUTION  2020/149 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

That Council notes the information provided in the report. 

CARRIED 

 

12.11 STATUS OF INVESTMENTS - AUGUST 2020 

RESOLUTION  2020/150 

Moved: Cr Pat Cullen 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

That Council notes the list of investments as at 28 August 2020 and that these 
investments comply with section 625(2) of the Local Government Act 1993, 
Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 

CARRIED 

 

12.12 URBAN SERVICES - WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 

RESOLUTION  2020/151 

Moved: Cr Pat Cullen 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

That Council notes the information in this report.  

CARRIED 

 

12.13 FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR YEAR ENDED 30/06/2020 

RESOLUTION  2020/152 

Moved: Cr Karen Churchill 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

1. That the Mayor, Councillor Bill Fisher, the General Manager and 
Responsible Accounting Officer be authorised to sign the necessary 
Statement by Council on the Financial Reports for the year ended 30 June 

i)   Report on Comparison Costings 

Cr Churchill requested that a report be prepared on a comparison of the costings for 
the installation of Crimsafe versus CCTV cameras at the saleyards amenities 
building, following the most recent vandalism.  
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2020. 

2. That Council’s Financial Reports for the year ended 30 June 2020 be 
referred for audit. 

CARRIED 

 

12.14 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW - JUNE 2020 

RESOLUTION  2020/153 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

1. That Council approves the variations to votes as listed in the budget 
review documents circulated under separate cover. 

2. That Council notes, in the opinion of the Responsible Accounting Officer, 
Council is in a satisfactory financial position as of 30 June 2020. 

3. That Council notes the position of Council’s estimated restricted (reserve) 
funds on 30 June 2020, as listed in the budget review documents 
circulated under separate cover.  

CARRIED 

 

12.15 WORKPLACE INJURY MANAGEMENT REPORT 

RESOLUTION  2020/154 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Bill Fisher 

That Council notes the contents of the Workplace Health and Safety report for 
the month of August 2020. 

CARRIED 

 

12.16 SALEYARDS REPORT 

Improvements to Saleyards 

The Executive Leader Corporate and Sustainability informed the meeting that quotes 
have been invited to replace lighting at the rear of the yards and also to renew the 
kitchen in the Amenities Building.  He said that capital funding opportunities are being 
sought, however, ongoing maintenance is being funded from the operational budget. 
He further said that the consideration of the September 2020 Quarterly Budget 
Review would be a good opportunity for Council to allocate funds for additional 
maintenance and works at this facility. 

RESOLUTION  2020/155 

Moved: Cr Karen Churchill 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 
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That Council notes the information provided in this report.  

CARRIED 

 

13 NOTICES OF MOTIONS/QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE/RESCISSION 
MOTIONS 

Nil. 

14 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  

RESOLUTION  2020/156 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting 
closed to the public in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993: 

14.1 Closed (Public Excluded) Council Meeting of the Coonamble Shire 
Council - 12 August 2020 

 

14.2 Consideration of Development Application  025/2018 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - g of the 
Local Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this 
matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest 
as it deals with advice concerning litigation, or advice as comprises a 
discussion of this matter, that would otherwise be privileged from production 
in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege.  

CARRIED 

 

14.1 CLOSED (PUBLIC EXCLUDED) COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 
COONAMBLE SHIRE COUNCIL - 12 AUGUST 2020 

The meeting noted that this section of Minutes of Closed (Public Excluded) Council 
Meeting held on 12 August 2020 were adopted in conjunction with the Confirmation 
of the Minutes under Item No 6.1. 
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14.2 CONSIDERATION OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION  025/2018 

RESOLUTION  2020/157 

Moved: Cr Robert Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

1. That Council, based on specialised legal advice obtained, undertakes a 
‘notional’ assessment of the Building Information Certificate (BIC) application 
received from Mr Robinson and if it is satisfied that the shed in question is 
structurally sound and the safety of occupants, neighbours and passers-by 
can be assured, issues a BIC for the shed. 

2. That Council invites Mr Robinson to lodge a Development Application for the 
use of the shed in question and assesses, notifies and determines such 
application in the usual manner.  

In Favour: Crs Ahmad Karanouh, Karen Churchill, Pat Cullen, Barbara Deans, Bill 
Fisher and Robert Thomas 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

RESOLUTION  2020/158 

Moved: Cr Bill Fisher 
Seconded: Cr Barbara Deans 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  2020/159 

Moved: Cr Robert Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

That Council adopts in Open Council the resolution passed in Closed Session 
(Resolution 2020/158) as set out above. 

CARRIED 

 

15 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

The Meeting closed at 12.52 p.m. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Council held on 14 October 
2020. 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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MINUTES OF COONAMBLE SHIRE COUNCIL 
EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SHIRE CHAMBER, COONAMBLE 
ON WEDNESDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 10.00  A.M. 

 

PRESENT: Cr Ahmad Karanouh (Mayor), Cr Paul Wheelhouse (Deputy 
Mayor), Cr Karen Churchill, Cr Pat Cullen, Cr Barbara Deans, Cr 
Bill Fisher, Cr Robert Thomas 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Hein Basson (General Manager), Bruce Quarmby (Executive 
Leader - Corporate and Sustainability), Kookie Atkins (Executive 
Leader - Infrastructure), Pip Goldsmith (Manager – Economic 
Development and Growth) and Jill Moorhouse (Executive 
Assistant). 

 

1 OPENING MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting at 10.02 a.m. 

The Mayor handed over to the General Manager to preside at the meeting and 
vacated the Chair. 

The General Manager presided over the meeting until the Mayoral Election was 
completed. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet today, the 
Wailwan people and the Gamilaroi people and recognise their continuing connection 
to land, water and culture. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 

3 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Nil. 

4 APOLOGIES/APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS  

Nil. 

5 DEPUTATION/DELEGATIONS 

Nil. 

6 DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

Nil. 
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7 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

7.1 PROCEDURES FOR MAYORAL ELECTION 

RESOLUTION  2020/131 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

1. That Council notes this report. 

2. That Council resolves to use the ordinary ballot method for the election of 
Mayor. 

3. That Council resolves to elect a Deputy Mayor and that the ordinary ballot 
method be used. 

4. That Council officially formalises the established practice to have an 
Extra-Ordinary Meeting each year in September for purposes of the 
election of the Deputy Mayor and each and every second year for the 
election of the Mayor.  

CARRIED 

 

7.2 ELECTION OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 

 

RESOLUTION  2020/132 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Pat Cullen 

1. That Council notes the contents of the report. 

2. That Council appoints the General Manager as Returning Officer to 
oversee the election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 

3. That the General Manager conducts the election of the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor. 

CARRIED 

The General Manager, as Returning Officer, invited nominations for the positions of 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor for Coonamble Shire Council for a one year period. 

He informed the meeting that, in accordance with the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, two (2) or more Councillors may nominate a Councillor (one (1) of 
whom may be the nominee) for the position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor.    
Nominations must be in writing and the nominee must consent to their nomination in 
writing. 

Cr Churchill informed the meeting that she was prepared to be nominated for the 
position of Mayor or Deputy Mayor, however, she was unable to secure a mover and 
seconder.  The General Manager confirmed that a mover and seconder were 
necessary in order for a nomination to be considered by Council, and expressed his 
empathy with the Councillor.  
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Election of Mayor 

The Returning Officer announced that only one (1) nomination had been received for 
the position of Mayor.  He said the nomination was for Cr Ahmad (Al) Karanouh, was 
moved by Cr Robert Thomas and seconded by Cr Pat Cullen, and that Cr Karanouh 
had consented to the nomination. 

The Returning Officer made the following announcement:   

“As there is only one nominee for the role of Mayor, I declare that Councillor 
Ahmad (Al) Karanouh is duly elected Mayor for the one year period until the 
general Local Government elections in September 2021.” 

Election of Deputy Mayor 

The Returning Officer announced that only one (1) nomination had been received for 
the position of Deputy Mayor.  He said the nomination was for Cr Paul Wheelhouse, 
was moved by Cr Ahmad Karanouh and seconded by Cr Bill Fisher, and that Cr 
Wheelhouse had consented to the nomination. 

The Returning Officer made the following announcement:   

“As there is only one nominee for the role of Deputy Mayor, I declare that 
Councillor Paul Wheelhouse is duly elected Deputy Mayor for the one year 
period until the general Local Government elections in September 2021.” 

The Mayor then resumed the Chair. 

 
At 10:14 am Councillor Paul Wheelhouse left the meeting and did not return. 
 

7.3 FIXING OF DATES FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE 2020/21 
MAYORAL TERM 

RESOLUTION  2020/133 

Moved: Cr Pat Cullen 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

1.   That Council fixes the dates and times for the 2020/2021 Ordinary Meetings 
and an Extra-Ordinary Meeting as follows: 

Date              Location                                                                   Time 

14/10/2020 Quambone Memorial Hall              10.00am 

11/11/2020 Council Chamber – Admin Building           10.00am 

09/12/2020 Council Chamber – Admin Building           10.00am 

10/02/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building           10.00am 

10/03/2021 Gulargambone Memorial Hall    10.00am 

14/04/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building           10.00am 

12/05/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building          10.00am 

09/06/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building          10.00am 

14/07/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building          10.00am 

11/08/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building          10.00am 
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15/09/2021 Council Chamber – Admin Building          10.00am 

                    Extraordinary Meeting – Mayoral, Deputy Mayor, Election of        
Committees    Followed by the Ordinary monthly meeting  

2.   That the General Manager communicates the dates and venues of Council 
Meetings for the October 2020 to September 2021 period to staff and arranges 
for the times, dates and venues of future meetings, as listed in paragraph one 
(1) above, to be advertised on Council’s website and in Council’s column in the 
Coonamble Times.                                                                                   CARRIED 
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7.4   DELEGATES TO COMMITTEES 

RESOLUTION  2020/134 

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 
Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas 

1. That Council notes this report. 

2. That Council nominates Councillors and staff as delegates to various 
committees for the remainder of this Council term i.e. until September 
2021, as follows: 

i) Councillor / Staff Committees of Council: 

COMMITTEE DELEGATE STAFF 

General Manager’s 
Recruitment and Selection 
Committee (As required) 

All Councillors invited 
 
 

Shortlisted Applicants 
 
 

General Manager’s 
Performance Management 
Committee (Annually) 
 
 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, 
Cr Fisher, Councillor 
nominated by GM, 
facilitated by a 
representative of 
LGNSW 

General Manager 
 
 
 
 

Donations Committee (Twice 
per Year) 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor 
 

Executive Leader 
Corporate & 
Sustainability 
 

Saleyards Management 
Committee (Twice per Year) 
 

Cr Wheelhouse/Cr 
Cullen 
(Councillors without a 
Conflict of Interest 
need to be appointed) 
 

Executive Leader 
Infrastructure/ 
Executive Leader 
Environment, Strategic 
Planning & Community 

Significant Development 
Proposals Committee (As 
required) 
 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, 
Cr Deans/Cr Fisher 
 

General Manager, 
Executive Leader 
Infrastructure, Manager 
Economic Development 
& Growth 

Floodplain Risk Management 
Committee (As required to 
meet with consultants) 

Cr Deans/Cr Cullen 
 
 

Executive Leader 
Infrastructure/ 
Executive Leader 
Environment, Strategic 
Planning & Community 

Caravan Park Redevelopment 
Committee (Sunset Committee 
– As Required) 

Mayor/Cr Churchill 
 
 

General Manager/ 
Manager Economic 
Development & Growth 

Roads Committee 
(Incorporating Quarry) 
(Quarterly) 
 
 
 

Mayor/ Deputy 
Mayor/Cr Fisher/Cr 
Thomas plus four (4) 
road user 
representatives from 
the NE, NW, SE, and 

General 
Manager/Executive 
Leader 
infrastructure/Manager 
Roads & Bridges/Quarry 
Manager 
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SW parts of the LGA  
 

Youth Council  Mayor  
(Alternate Cr 
Wheelhouse) 

Executive Leader 
Environment, Strategic 
Planning & Community 
 

Local Traffic Committee 
(Quarterly) 
 
 

Cr Deans (With Voting 
Rights)/Cr Thomas (Cr 
Wheelhouse as 
Alternate) 

General 
Manager/Executive 
Leader Infrastructure 

Closed Circuit Television 
Committee (As Required) 

Mayor/Deputy Mayor 
 

Executive Leader 
Corporate & 
Sustainability 
 

Code of Conduct Review 
Panel (As Required) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

External Investigator/s 
to be appointed by the 
General Manager in 
line with the new 
Model Code of 
Conduct 2020 
 

Code of Conduct 
Complaint Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(1) Council adopted the frequency of Committee Meetings as shown in the first 
column. 
 
(2) The staff member whose name is shown in red is the responsible person for the 
proper administration of Committee Meetings. 
 
(3) The Code of Conduct Review Panel will become defunct by Council adopting 
the revised Code of Conduct 2020 (as part of the Ordinary Meeting).  
 
ii)   Outside Community Committees: 

COMMITTEE DELEGATE STAFF  STAFF 

Bush Fire Management Mayor/Cr Thomas Executive Leader 
Corporate & 
Sustainability 

Local Emergency Management  Cr Wheelhouse 
 

Executive Leader 
Infrastructure 
 

Outback Arts 
 

Cr Deans  
(Alternate Cr 
Wheelhouse) 

Manager Economic 
Development & Growth 
 

Coonamble Together 
Partnership Group 

Mayor/Cr Deans 
 

Executive Leader 
Environment, Strategic 
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8 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

 

The Meeting closed at 10.18 a.m. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Council Meeting held on 14 
October 2020. 

 

 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 

 

Planning & Community 
 

North Western Library 
Cooperative 

Cr Churchill 
 

Executive Leader 
Environment, Strategic 
Planning & Community 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie Weeds 
County Council 

Cr Cullen/Cr Fisher 
 

Nil 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
 
 

Cr Wheelhouse 
 
 

General Manager and/or 
Manager Economic 
Development & Growth 

Quambone Resources  Cr Thomas Nil 

CARRIED 
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7 DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

8 RESOLUTION BOOK  
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9 MAYORAL MINUTE 

 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 

File Number: C13 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil  
  
1.   LGNSW UPDATE ON FEDERAL BUDGET 

Council has received an update from Local Government NSW President, Cr Linda 
Scott, on the outcome of the Federal Budget handed down last Tuesday.  Key 
amongst the announcements was a range of road and local infrastructure packages, 
which included: 

 Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Program - $1 billion over two 
years, taking total funding of this initiative to $1.5 billion. 

 National Road Safety Program – a $2 billion commitment over two years to 
improve safety conditions on roads. 

 Infrastructure Investment NSW - $2.7 billion from 2020-21 for priority road 
and rail projects in NSW to support economic recovery and jobs, increasing 
the Government’s total commitment to transport infrastructure in NSW to over 
$39 billion. 

 Black Spot Program - $137 million to improve the safety of road sites that 
have been identified as high-risk areas for serious crashes. 

 Bridges Renewal Program - $89.7 million to replace or upgrade bridges 
across the nation. 

 Roads to Recovery – more than $590 million for national roads maintenance, 
an increase of more than $90 million from 2019-20. 

Cr Scott said it would have been great to see a boost in Financial Assistance Grants 
(FAGs) beyond the $1.24 billion allocated to support this process, but local 
government recognises the pressure on federal funds and there is still a lot in the 
Budget that will directly benefit councils and their communities. 

The announcement of $190 million to kick start the Recycling Modernisation Fund 
– designed to complement state funding for new infrastructure to sort, process and 
remanufacture waste is great news.  

Cr Scott says that building a circular economy with homegrown waste solutions is a 
critical component of LGNSW’s Save our Recycling campaign and she will continue 
to urge the NSW Government to come to the party through the use of the $800 
million Waste Levy collected each year. 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Item 9.1 Page 28 

 

Other positive initiatives mentioned by Cr Scott include: 

 Building Better Regions Fund – an additional $200 million funding, including 
$100 million dedicated for tourism infrastructure. 

 Resilience Funding  - $100 million in 202-21 to support the long-term drought 
resilience of local governments. 

 Commonwealth Home Support Program - $1.6 billion over four years for an 
additional 23,000 home care packages. 

Cr Scott says there is no quick fix: economic recovery will be an ongoing process.   
She says LGNSW will continue to support councils to do what they do best: lead their 
local communities in desperately needed financial recovery. 

 

2.    MAYORAL ACTIVITIES – SEPTEMBER 2020 

Since the September 2020 meeting I have attended only one function on behalf of 
Council. 

Cr Thomas, the General Manager and I attended the Annual General Meeting of the 
Gulargambone Rural Transaction Centre on Wednesday evening 23 September 
2020 at the Gulargambone Bowling Club. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information contained in this report. 
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10 PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

SECTION A - MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY COUNCIL  

SECTION B - MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

10.1 NSW STATE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTRE 

File Number: S13 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil 

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council that Gary Worboys, the NSW Police 
Force Deputy Commissioner and State Emergency Operations Controller has written 
to the President of Local Government NSW regarding management of beaches and 
other summer recreational facilities governed by local councils. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr Worboys’ letter has been forwarded to all Councils by LGNSW.   The letter deals 
with the forthcoming summer season and management of summer recreational 
attractions governed by Local Councils.   It refers to the significant amount of work 
which has been undertaken to ensure the public health and safety remains 
paramount in these extraordinary times and says it must continue to remain a priority 
into the 2020-21 summer months. 

The letter refers to the NSW Health Orders which are evolving as the response to 
COVID-19 continues, stating that the current Order places restrictions on outdoor 
gatherings and any activity must be conducted in a COVID safe manner, with COVID 
Safe Plans and COVID Safe Marshals.   

Mr Worboys says, in the case of beaches and other recreational areas, the Local 
Council is responsible for implementing and managing COVID Safe Plans and 
compliance with Public Health Orders.   He says that while enforcement is always an 
option for NSW Police Force, it is more desirable to work with community and provide 
them with parameters within which they can safely visit these public areas. 

Councils are reminded that it is important to plan now for the warmer months around 
NSW beaches, parks and other attractions and pointing out the Local Emergency 
Management Committees are also being encouraged to work with Local Councils to 
plan and coordinate responses and resources to assist Local Councils meet 
community expectations and demand. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

P2 Develop and grow the community’s sense of shared responsibility. 

P2.1 Encourage an inclusive, active community where people look out for 
each other. 

P3.1Support and promote healthy lifestyles. 

I3.4 Maintain all public facilities to ensure safety and promote use. 
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(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations attached to this report.  

COMMENTARY 

This letter has been sent by the State Emergency Operations Controller through 
LGNSW to all councils in NSW.   The message contained was instigated by the 
Deputy Police Commissioner / State Emergency Operations Controller, Mr Gary 
Worboys, under the State Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989  (NSW).   It 
reminds Councils that they are responsible for implementing and managing summer 
recreational facilities in accordance and compliance with the NSW Health Orders. 

Councils must continue to ensure that public health and safety remains a priority into 
and during the warmer months of 2020-2021. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Governance / policy implications would include Council’s responsibility to 
maintain and improve parks to acceptable standards and ensure pools are 
well maintained and comply with all health regulations. 

(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications directly associated with this report. 

(c) Social Implications 

Social implications would include Council’s responsibility to provide safe, 
public areas of recreation to allow community connection. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications directly associated with this 
report. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Council’s responsibility includes the development and constant review of 
asset management plans for the three public pools and other recreational 
areas. 

(f) Risk Implications 

The risk implications attached to this report would include Council’s 
responsibility to comply with regulations imposed by the NSW Government 
to combat the spread of COVID-19. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the contained in this report. 
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10.2 COUNTRY MAYORS' ASSOCIATION OF NSW 

File Number: B13-3 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: 1. Leeton Shire Council - Regarding inclusion of RFS 
Assets in Council's Balance Sheet   

2. Coonamble RFS Accounting Position Statement    
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to consider the contents of a letter from the Country 
Mayors’ Association of NSW to the Auditor General in support of Leeton Shire 
Council’s communique regarding the inclusion of NSW Regional Fire Service (RFS) 
assets in Council’s balance sheets. 

The letter from Leeton Shire Council to the Auditor-General is included as an 
attachment to this report. 

BACKGROUND 

Country Mayors’ Association of NSW, in its letter to the Auditor-General, states that it 
has considered the position stated by Leeton Shire Council’s independent Chairman 
of its Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee on the accounting treatment RFS plant 
and equipment and totally supports it.    

The Association is requesting the Auditor General to intervene and address the 
matter once and for all, pointing out that it is important that Local Councils’ financial 
accounts reflect the true state of affairs of a local body and to have included in them 
assets over which Council has no control is unacceptable. 

The letter points out that the Country Mayors’ Association of NSW represents 68 
Councils from rural and regional NSW and has made the decision to support Leeton 
Shire Council after having received representations from a number of members 
opposing the negative effect of including RFS assets in Councils’ balance sheets.  ` 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I3.2.1 Liaise with RFS to provide operational and strategic fire 
protection in Coonamble. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

A review of Council’s approach to the accounting treatment of assets 
utilised by the NSW Rural Fire Service was undertaken in 2018.   As a 
result, the decision was made to recognise associated land and buildings 
in Council’s assets schedules, but not RFS plant and fleet.   A copy of the 
Review is attached for Council’s information. 

Whilst Council has adopted this stance, it does vary from the opinion of 
the Audit Office which is based on the Rural Fires Act 1997 vesting rural 
fire-fighting equipment to Councils. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Item 10.2 Page 32 

As such, Council received a similar misstatement notice when its annual 
Financial Audit has been conducted. 

Should Council adopt the stance of the Auditor General, it would have the 
effect of Council recognising an additional amount of $2,534,000 of assets 
on its books, as well as an additional $1,014,000 in depreciation expense 
annually.  (Council currently recognises the fair value amount of 
$2,698,496 for the RFS’ building structures throughout its area of 
jurisdiction, with an annual depreciation amount of $59,695.  This first-
mentioned amount already impacts on Council’s asset maintenance and 
renewal ratios as a measure of Council’s financial health.)  

COMMENTARY 

Leeton Shire Council is seeking clarification and certainty from the Auditor General 
on the reporting of Rural Fire Service (RFS) assets in its General Purpose Financial 
Statements.   It points out that since the introduction of the Local Government Act 
1993 and the Code of Accounting Practice there has been glaring differences in the 
manner in which RFS assets have been accounted for between rural Councils.    

Since the appointment of the Auditor General as Leeton Council’s auditors, RFS 
plant and equipment was not reported in its General Purpose Financial Reports.   
However, in the annual Engagement Closing Reports the Auditor General declared 
that the treatment of RFS assets is incorrect and resulted in a verdict of “Uncorrected 
Monetary Misstatement”. 

Leeton Shire Council has stated that the Local Government Code of Accounting 
Practice and Financial Reporting requires Councils to assess whether they control 
any rural fire-fighting equipment and recognise, in their financial statements, any 
material assets under their control.   Leeton Council, along with other rural Councils, 
have concluded they do not control the rural fire-fighting equipment. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Governance/policy implications would include Council’s responsibility to 
have effective/efficient input into the RFS Service Level Agreement and 
provide appropriate support to the Bush Fire Management Committee as a 
stakeholder in the prevention and control of bush fires within the Shire. 

(b) Legal Implications 

Council is required to provide an administration function for the RFS 
cluster Councils. 

(c) Social Implications 

The Coonamble Shire community rely on the services provided by the 
RFS. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

The environmental implications would include the efficient and effective 
management of bush fire prevention and control. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Economic / asset management implications should be the responsibility of 
the NSW Rural Fire Service, not rural Councils. 
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(f) Risk Implications 

Comment – General Manager: All assets need to be depreciated in 
accordance with accrual accounting principles.  Currently, some RFS-
assets are not depreciated appropriately, with Council running the risk of 
having to account for the full cost of depreciation of all these assets – 
which will significantly increase Council’s operating expenditure (without 
any additional revenue stream), impacting negatively on its ‘bottom-line”. 

CONCLUSION 

Leeton Shire Council, in its letter to the Auditor General, has put a strong case 
forward and has the Country Mayors’ Association’s support in seeking satisfactory 
and adequate clarification of the position into the future. 

The response from the Auditor General, particularly in regard to the pertinent 
questions put forward, is of crucial importance to Local Government as an industry. 

 

Commentary: General Manager 

I strongly suggest that Council supports this above-mentioned approach of the 
Country Mayors’ Association and Leeton Shire Council going forward.  The current 
situation is not only unjustifiable but unsustainable for Local Councils – especially for 
rural Councils with a traditionally low rate and own source revenue base.   

I “grew up” in Australian Local Government with the terminology of “care, 
management and control” being used to assess whether Council should assume 
responsibility for assets.  It is my perception that the emphasis has more recently 
shifted to the “control” aspect.  In my opinion, there is no argument that Local 
Councils in fact have the “care, management and control” over RFS-assets; in 
practice the RFS is “running their own show” in providing fire related services to the 
area and region – for which Council is very grateful.   

The argument that the current legislation (Rural Fires Act 1997) makes provision for 
these assets to be recognised on Local Council’s books (as they are “vested” in 
Council), has in my humble opinion became flawed as it does not recognise the 
current operational state of affairs as far as the running of RFS services are 
concerned, including the operational relationship between individual Local Councils 
and the RFS.  There is therefore, to my mind, a strong argument to be had that the 
legislation is out of date as it does not recognise the operational reality as it has 
developed in the RFS becoming more autonomous over the last decade or two; 
considering the previous Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM further building 
on the legacy left by his predecessor Commissioner Phil Kopenberg AO AFSM BEM 
– actively building and pursuing the more independent functioning of this service.  
This comment should not be read as me being critical of this development; on the 
contrary.  It is however a development that needs to be recognised as having had an 
impact on the RFS’ day to day operations, making this service largely independent of 
the Local Councils within which areas they are delivering their services.  

It is further my recommendation for Council to reassess its Accounting Position 
Statement in this regard, and for a report to be prepared for Council to further 
consider this important aspect for the following financial year.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council strongly supports Leeton Shire Council’s 
representations to the Country Mayors’ Association. 

2. That Council revisits its Accounting Position Statement on the 
NSW Regional Fire Service’s assets and requests the Executive 
Leader Corporate and Sustainability to further investigate this 
situation and prepare a report for Council’s further 
consideration, taking into account the commentary included in 
the body of the report. 
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POSITION STATEMENT: RECOGNITION OF RURAL FIRE SERVICE ASSETS 

DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to explain Coonamble Shire Council’s approach to the 

accounting treatment of assets utilised by the NSW Rural Fire Service. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 

The Rural Fires Act 1997 established the Rural Fire Service (RFS) to co-ordinate bush 

firefighting and prevention throughout the state and to provide rural fire services for New 

South Wales. The NSW Rural Fire Fighting Fund holds all contributions required to meet the 

costs of the service and is maintained by the NSW Treasury.  

 

Coonamble Shire Council is a member Council of the North West Zone and shares a Rural 

Fire District Service Agreement with the other member Councils of the Zone being, Warren 

and Walgett Shire Council. Coonamble Shire provides the administrative support as per 

agreed under the service agreement. Coonamble Shire Council maintains buildings within its 

Local Government Area boundary; maintenance of RFS vehicles is co-ordinated by the RFS 

and carried out by third parties.  

 
Council contributions to the North West Zone are split between the member Councils of 

Coonamble (24%), Walgett (51%) and Warren Shire (25%)  

 
Coonamble Shire Council accounts for land and buildings used by the RFS situated within 

the Coonamble Shire Council boundary, however it does not account for Rural Fire Service 

plant or other equipment. 

 
Reasons for position: 

 

Asset Recognition Criteria 

 

The criteria for asset recognition are contained in various sections of the Framework for the 

Preparation and Presentation of Financial Statements and AASB116 of the Australian 

Accounting Standards. 

 
 
 
The Framework provides the following relevant information. 
 

An asset is defined as a resource that is controlled by the entity as a result of past events 

and from which future economic benefits are expected to flow to the entity forty nine (49). 
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Attention needs to be given to its underlying substance and economic reality and not merely 

its legal form fifty-one (51). 

 
In respect of not-for-profit entities, economic benefit is synonymous with service provision or 

enabling them to meet their objectives to beneficiaries fifty-four (54). 

 
The right of ownership is not essential to the determination of control fifty-seven (57). 
 
AASB 116 requires that an asset can only be recognised if it is probable that future economic 

benefits associated with the item will flow to the entity. 

 
It is considered therefore that the two main issues are; 

 

where does effective control lie; and  
where does responsibility for the function lie. 
 
 
Information in relation to control of assets 

 

The Fire Services Act provides that; 

 

All firefighting equipment acquired from the fund is to be vested in the council of 

the area (S119). 

  
However, a council must not dispose of such equipment without the written consent 

of the Commissioner; and 

  
Coonamble Shire Council is entitled to a share of 11.7% of the disposal proceeds. 

 

The Rural Fire District Service Agreement between Coonamble Shire Council and the 

Commissioner includes a basic section on District equipment (section 5); 

 
5.1 The Councils agrees that they will, during the Term, make available to and 

allow the Commissioner and the RFS to use the District Equipment which is 

owned by, vested in or under the control of the Councils; 

 

5.2 The Commissioner agrees that he or she will, during the term of this 

Agreement, maintain the District Equipment on Behalf of the Council in 

accordance with the applicable Service Standards. 

 

5.3 The RFS will maintain a register of the Zone Equipment. 
 
This can be compared to a very detailed section on Land and Buildings (section 6) which 

specifically states that the legal right to possession and control over the premises and land 

remains vested in Council and the RFS only has right of occupation. In addition: 

 
Council must maintain the premises in good repair;  
Council must pay all utility costs associated with the premises; and  
Council must pay all insurances associated with the building and public risk. 

 

Accounting Recognition of Assets 
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SAC 4 “Definition and Recognition of the Elements of Financial Statements” sets the basis on 

which an “Asset” should be recognised. There are two major factors to determine; 

 
The Entity must receive future economic benefits; and  
The Entity must have must have control over those future economic benefits. 
 
Future Economic Benefits 

 

The RFS is funded directly by the State; both operating and capital acquisitions are made 

directly by RFS Officers. Councils are only consulted with regards to having input into the 

operations or capital acquisitions of the RFS, the final decision lies with the Commissioner. 

The Fire Services Act provides that; 

 
The NSW Rural Fire Service has the function to provide rural fire services for New South 

Wales [9 (1) (a)]. 

 
It is considered therefore that it is the Rural Fire Service and not councils that receive future 

economic benefit from firefighting equipment assets in terms of both net cash flows and 

service provision. 

 
Control of Assets 

 

SAC 4 defines “control of an asset” as; the capacity of the entity to benefit from the asset in 

the pursuit of the entity's objectives and to deny or regulate the access of others to that 

benefit. 

 
Land & Buildings 

 

The Rural Fire Service Agreement clearly identifies that Council retains full legal right to 

possession and control over premises occupied by the RFS. Councils are required to 

maintain buildings, pay all utility costs associated with the building and pay all insurances on 

the buildings and public risk associated with the use of the building. 

 
This is similar to a lease agreement, and as such Council retains control of the building and 

is required to hold the land and associated building as an asset. 

 
Equipment 

 

Section 119 (3) of the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW) stipulates that Council must not sell or 

otherwise dispose of any firefighting equipment … without the consent of the Commissioner. 

Section 119 (4) requires any funds received from sale must be credited to the RFS fund. 

 
The RFS Zone manager makes all decisions about capital improvements and new assets, 

while Council may be consulted in these decisions it takes no part in the final decision. 

 
The RFS insures all plant and equipment. 
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In practice the RFS makes all decisions to switch fleet and equipment to other fire districts 

and Zones as it feels necessary. 

 
Council has no access to and is not permitted to use of any plant and equipment held by the 
RFS. 

 

Council has taken the view that it has no control over the purchase, use or sale of any RFS 

equipment. As such the requirements SAC 4 have not been met and RFS equipment should 

not be included as assets in Councils accounts. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 

It is clear that the AASB Accounting Standards require a standard higher than ownership 

when accounting for assets. Entities may own an asset, but unless they have control of that 

asset and can clearly identify future economic benefits flowing to the entity from that asset, 

then it cannot be included in the entity’s assets schedule. 

 
It is considered that when all criteria of asset recognition included in the AASB Accounting 

Framework and Standards are taken into account, Coonamble Shire Council retains effective 

control of associated Land and Buildings, but that the RFS retains control of plant and 

equipment. 

 
In line with this Coonamble Shire Council’s practice is to recognise associated Land and 

Buildings in its asset schedules, but not Plant and Equipment. 

 
It is also considered that in regard to the objectives of financial reporting, councils obligation 

and commitment to the rural fire fighting function is fully and accurately reflected in the 

statutory contribution expense made and the net cost of other relevant facilities provided 

under the local agreement. 

 

 

Bruce Quarmby 

DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE & URBAN SERVICES 
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11 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Nil  
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12 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

12.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED UNDER DELEGATED 
AUTHORITY  

File Number: B11 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide information on Development Applications and 
Complying Development Applications approved under delegated authority between 
monthly meetings of Council. 

BACKGROUND 

This information provides Councillors with details of development applications and 
complying certificates approved under delegated authority between monthly Council 
Meetings. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

EN1.1.1 Enforcement of environmental regulations 

EN1.1.3 Ensure compliance with NSW Building Certification 

EN1.1.5 Approvals completed within timeframe required 

(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations attached to this report. 

COMMENTARY 

One (1) development application and four (4) complying development applications 
have been approved under delegated authority since Council’s September 2020 
meeting. 

The list covering the relevant period is as follows: 

DA No  Description of Works Address of Proposed Works Approved Date 

18/20 Residential shed (Lot 2 DP376781) 19 Pages 
Terrace, Coonamble 

01/09/2020 

 

CC No  Description of Works Address of Proposed Works Approved Date 

22/20 Communications facility 

Telstra 

2075 Warren Road, Gular 

(Lot 58 DP753491) 

15/09/2020 

23/20 Demolish fire damaged 
house 

3 Greene Avenue, Coonamble 
(Lot 28 DP227240) 

26/08/2020 

25/20 Demolish damaged 
house 

47 Railway Street, Coonamble 

(Lot 8 DP36943) 

17/09/2020 
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CC No  Description of Works Address of Proposed Works Approved Date 

26/20 Kitchen Upgrade 43-45 Armatree Street, Gular 

(Lot D DP384703 and Lot 4 
DP395764) 

17/09/2020 

 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

It is Council’s responsibility to implement environmental legislation 
requirements. 

(b) Legal Implications 

Nil. 

(c) Social Implications 

Nil. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

Nil. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Nil. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Nil. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes Development Application Number 018/2020 and 
Complying Development Application Numbers 0022/2020, 023/2020, 
025/2020 and 026/2020 have been approved under delegated 
authority since Council’s September 2020 Ordinary Meeting. 
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12.2 STATUS REPORT REGARDING COUNCILLOR ENQUIRIES 

File Number: R6 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the status of Councillor 
enquiries. 

BACKGROUND 

Following the adoption of the Councillor Access to Staff and Premises Policy in 
August 2019, Councillors are best advised to lodge their enquiries with the General 
Manager on the Councillors’ Enquiry Form. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I4.1 Ensure long term management and protection of our community 
assets. 

EC1.1.1. Continue to plan and implement Coonamble main street 
beautification and revitalisation projects. 

L1.4.5 Review Council policies. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Financial considerations for each enquiry will be taken into consideration 
during the assessment / investigation process. 

COMMENTARY 

Shown below is a list of outstanding enquiries received from Councillors since 
implementation of this procedure up to the end of September 2020: 

Note: Once matters have been reported to Council as being completed, they will be removed from the list. 

Date 
Received 

Councillor Enquiry Enquiry No     
Referred to 

Comments/Status 

23/08/19 Cr Thomas Clean up block – 
corner 
Castlereagh/ 
Aberford Streets. 

0093.2020 
Environmental 
Services. 

The Order has been prepared 
and has been posted by 
registered mail. There is a 
process to be followed, even 
after the order has been served.  

6/10/20 Cr Thomas Concern about the 
condition of rural 
local roads before 
harvest time.  

To be 
allocated.  

The General Manager has 
made an arrangement with Cr 
Thomas and another member of 
Council’s Roads Committee to 
have a drive around on Sunday, 
11 October 2020, in order to 
inspect particular roads of 
concern.  The information 
gained will be relayed to the 
next Roads Committee Meeting 
and/or Council Meeting. 
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(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

In line with the Councillor Access to Staff and Premises Policy, Councillors 
are required to lodge enquiries on the Councillors’ Enquiry Form or the 
Councillors’ Request for Maintenance Form. 

(c) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

(d) Social Implications 

There may be social implications, depending on the nature of individual 
enquiries. 

(e) Environmental Implications 

There may be environmental implications, depending on the nature of 
individual enquiries. 

(f) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

There may be economic and/or asset management implications, 
depending on the nature of individual enquiries. 

(g) Risk Implications 

There may be risk implications, depending on the nature of individual 
enquiries. 

CONCLUSION 

The current status of Councillors’ enquiries to the end of September 2020 is 
documented above. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information in this report. 
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12.3 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH - PROGRESS REPORT 

File Number: D-5-5 

Author: Pip Goldsmith, Manager - Economic Development & Growth 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: 1. Letter from Mr Sommerville 11.09.20   
2. CBD amenities set out plan   
3. Updated Construction Programme - Coonamble Visitor 

Information Centre   
4. Request to visit Castlereagh Regional Abattoir   
5. Coonamble Shire Council's EOI for Inland Rail's Interface 

Improvement Program Round 2 - Productivity 
Enhancement Program - Closed (Public Excluded)    

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on recent activities 
and the progress of projects which contribute to the economic development and 
growth of the Local Government Area (LGA). 

BACKGROUND 

The Economic Development & Growth function is tasked with providing effective and 
efficient delivery of a broader economic base for the LGA, enhancing business 
prospects, growth and development.  The function facilitates the development of 
programs and activities that will stimulate economic development by assisting the 
growth and retention of businesses, as well as aiming to reduce barriers and attract 
diverse, sustainable and responsible new industry development and improve the 
profile of the Coonamble LGA to attract investment, industry, new residents and 
tourism.  

1. Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

Coonamble Shire 2032 Community Strategic Plan for Coonamble Shire 
identifies ‘Our Economy’ as one of five (5) key themes. 

Economic Development & Growth Activities work towards achieving the 
objectives of the Community Strategic Plan, Delivery and Operational 
Plan, Economic Development Strategy and the Coonamble Shire Council 
Masterplan.  

2. Financial Considerations 

Program and project budgets are maintained according to the Operational 
and Delivery Program and reported here for Council’s review.  

COMMENTARY 

Chamber of Commerce 

After agreeing with the Coonamble Chamber of Commerce that the date of the 2020 
Christmas Street Party should be Saturday 12 December, staff called for expressions 
of interest (EOIs) for event management.  Unfortunately, no expressions of interest 
from interested individuals or community groups were received.  
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As Council does not have the resources to take responsibility for this community 
event, the possibility of the event not going ahead is a concern.  To avoid the 
cancellation of the event and the resulting impact on the community, Council is 
investigating options to engage a part-time contracted employee for the management 
of the event.  

The Manager Economic Development & Growth supported recent Chamber events 
which provided local businesses with information and contacts for business recovery 
and growth, along with representatives from Service NSW, the Rural Financial 
Counselling Service and the Department of Regional NSW.  

 

Sale of Mac’s Dry Cleaning Building  

The potential sale of the former Mac’s Dry Cleaning Building has been considered 
more than once by Council over the last year.  Part of these considerations has 
included the location of planned public toilets for the main street / central business 
district (CBD) of Coonamble. Below is a short review of some previous 
considerations: 

2018  Council purchased the former Mac’s Dry Cleaning building with the 
intent to develop public amenities at the property, and successfully 
submitted an application for funding to do so.  

Dec 2019  Mr Brian Sommerville approached Council to express his interest in 
the property, for the purposes of leasing to a supermarket operator. 

Feb 2020 Council requested a firm offer to purchase and commitment for 
pursual of a supermarket development, which was duly submitted. 

Mar 2020 With the property no longer available for public amenities, Council 
resolved to purchase 79 Castlereagh Street for that purpose.  

 Mr Sommerville withdrew his offer to purchase the property. 

Jul 2020 Council was again approached by Mr Sommerville, seeking to 
purchase the building.  Council resolved to enter into an agreement 
to allow him to purchase the property. 

Aug 2020 Council resolved to locate public toilets in Skillman’s Lane carpark.  

The Department of Regional NSW (the funding body for the public 
toilets) has provided formal written approval relevant to the project 
variation of the location of the public toilets in the Skillman’s Lane 
Carpark.  

Sep 2020  The General Manager received a letter on the 11th of September 
from Mr Brian Sommerville (attached to this report as Annexure 1) 
explaining that he is not in a position to proceed with the purchase of 
40 Castlereagh Street.  Mr Sommerville sited “personal and other 
business factors, including the special conditions”.  

The “special conditions” which Mr Sommerville refers to was special condition 14, 
which represented the only amendment to the standard contract normally used for 
these types of transactions.  This condition was included to recognise the great 
community interest in the development of a supermarket at this site and was not 
designed to limit Mr Sommerville’s options for use of the property.  
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Special condition 14 states that if Mr Sommerville has not developed a supermarket 
on the property within a period of three (3) years, Council has the option to purchase 
the property back from him.  This condition ensures that if he has been unable to 
develop a supermarket after three (3) years and no longer wants the property then 
Mr Sommerville is not stuck with it, and also gives the option for him to retain 
ownership for another purpose after this period of time.  

This clause is representative of a fair and reasonable arrangement – and should not 
be viewed as anything out of the ordinary in legal documents where the interests of 
the Council and the community should realistically be protected. 

With the understanding of the intent of this special condition and the flexibility it 
provides for both Council and Mr Sommerville, it is unlikely that this condition is the 
influencing factor in Mr Sommerville’s decision not to proceed with the purchase.  

The future negotiation and development requirements which Mr Sommerville will face 
in establishing a supermarket in the main street could potentially be considerable.  At 
the same time, this prospect represents a significant opportunity for a satisfactory 
and profitable business venture, as well as providing for an “anchor” in the main 
street.  After Council’s efforts to accommodate Mr Sommerville’s proposal, it is 
disappointing that he no longer has plans to use the property for purposes of the 
development of a supermarket in the main street. 

Council remains committed to the return of a supermarket in the main street of 
Coonamble and similarly committed to supporting any proponent of local 
development.  With legal advice and assistance, staff have attempted to negotiate 
with Mr Sommerville a mutually agreeable contract of sale.  Unfortunately, this has 
been unsuccessful and therefore staff recommend for Council to retain the property 
for future strategic use.  

 

Coonamble CBD public amenities 

Staff have liaised closely with the Department of Regional NSW Grants Management 
Office since Council’s decision to locate the amenities in Skillman’s Lane carpark and 
have provided required evidence of community support for this decision.  Formal 
written approval of this project variation has been confirmed.  

Location and placement of the building has been confirmed following surveys and 
investigation into service connection locations and traffic movements.  A plan 
confirming the set out of the building and service vehicle turn path analysis (attached 
to this report as Annexure 2) provides confirmation of the location.  

Since the location has been confirmed, staff have worked with the appointed 
technical panel to prepare a public art commission brief for artists and designers.  
This call for EOIs is currently being advertised. 

The project budget has remained the same since last reported to Council and is 
included here for Council’s information.  

  Total $  

INCOME  

Stronger Country Communities Fund Round 2  $250,000.00  

Council commitment to match SCCF  $81,529.00  

Additional funding from Council’s working capital, committed August 2020  $17,497.00  

TOTAL PROJECT INCOME  $349,026.00  
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EXPENSES  

Confirmed expenses  

79 Castlereagh Street land purchase   $52,626.00  

Exceloo Silver tiple JUPITER  $193,800.00  

Installation by Exeloo   $19,600.00  

Design development  $5,860.00  

Estimated expenses  

Local trades to prepare for installation  $10,000.00  

Council trenching for installation  $10,000.00  

Civil works  $10,000.00  

Commissioned artwork  $5,000.00  

Landscaping  $5,000.00  

Contingency  $37,140.00  

TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES $349,026.00 

 

Visitor Information Centre (VIC) 

The contracted builder, Westbury Constructions are progressing with early stages of 
construction.  A Council project team meets regularly with members of the Westbury 
Construction team.   These meetings ensure staff remain updated on progress and 
can provide direction when needed.  

There has been an unforeseen delay and a project variation because of a need to 
raise the finished floor level of the building 200 millimetres above the architectural 
specification provided.  After earthworks, Council staff inspected the site and 
identified concerns with the finished floor level being below ground level towards the 
western end of the building.  Staff and Westbury Constructions investigated a 
number of remediation options:  

1. Leave floor level as it was specified and originally prepared.  Use 
earthworks, landscaping, pathing and drainage to ensure ground level is 
lower than floor level and mitigate potential drainage issues.  

2. Utilise road base to raise finished floor level by 200mm, acknowledging 
a need for compaction and difficulty in ensuring this compaction around 
already installed plumbing and pipes.  

3. Increase double height waffle pod slab to triple height, negating the 
need for compaction of fill, but still achieving a raised floor level.  

4. Utilise a loose base with piers to raise the floor level. This option was 
proposed by Cook + Roe (structural engineers) and decided on as the 
preferred option. 

 
Structural engineers have provided updated drawings indicating the change in 
approach, and these updated plans have been approved by Council’s Environment 
Manager.  

There has been a variation amount of $14,639 and a delay of 19 days.  This variation 
is reflected in the updated project budget below and construction program (attached 
to this report as Annexure 3).  
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  Total $  

INCOME  

Stronger Country Communities Fund Round 2  $330,000  

Council commitment to match SCCF $157,810  

Coonamble Shire Council Development Reserve Fund (committed Feb 2020)  $150,000  

Coonamble Shire Council Working Funds (committed Feb 2020)  $100,000  

Drought Stimulus Package   $400,000  

Council funds previously provided for the detailed design of a roundabout to the 
construction (committed July 2020) 

 $315,000  

Council working funds (committed July 2020)  $ 49,640  

TOTAL PROJECT INCOME  $1,502,450  

  

EXPENSES  

Westbury Construction tender price for construction (including service connections)  $1,002,987  

Construction variation (finished floor level) $14,639 

Geotechnical  $5,600  

Detailed design  $52,115  

Regional Procurement  $6,600  

Section JV3 performance requirement by Building Sustainable Assessment  $1,500  

CC and DA fees   $2,750  

Architectural consultancy during construction   $4,500  

Engineering consultancy during construction  $2,660  

Interpretations, signage, furniture and fit out  $200,000  

Civil works (including road reseal, design and construction of carparking, kerb and 
gutter, drainage, stormwater, widening of driveway and footpathing) 

 $150,000  

Landscaping  $50,000  

Contingency  $9,099  

TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES  $1,502,450.00  

 

Bore Bath Facility 

An application for compulsory acquisition of the land has been submitted to the Office 
of Local Government after collations of all required information including written 
confirmation from Crown Lands that it does not object to Council issuing a proposed 
acquisition notice for the acquisition of the land; Council resolution; acquisition plan; 
Native Title searches and Aboriginal Land Claims.  

Staff continue to liaise with the Department of Regional NSW to lobby for funding for 
investigation, scoping and design activities.   

 

Castlereagh Regional Abattoir  

Following the update provided and discussion at the September Council meeting 
about the plans for reopening and recommencement of operations at Castlereagh 
Regional Abattoir, staff have requested a visit for Councillors be arranged (as per the 
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letter attached to this report as Annexure 4).  A response had not yet been received 
at the time of writing.  

 

Inland Rail  

Interface Improvement Program (IIP) Round One – Upgrade to Gilgandra-
Coonamble Line 

A pre-feasibility report is nearing completion in preparation for submission to the 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
as the project reaches the conclusion of Gateway two (2).  This report will be 
presented to Council once finalised.  

Interface Improvement Program (IIP) – Round Two 

Staff held an opportunity mapping workshop with interested community members to 
facilitate discussion about opportunities that Inland Rail may present to the LGA. 

An expression of interest to the Productivity Enhancement Program (PEP) stream of 
Round Two of the IIP has been submitted (attached to this report as confidential 
Annexure 5).  

 

Grants 

Staff are currently undertaking a significant amount of work to meet reporting and 
acquittal requirements for several grant funded projects.  Below is a summary of 
funded projects and their status.  

Shade shelter in Lions Park, Gulargambone 

 The Shelter was completed in May as part of the Stronger Country 
Communities (SCCF) Round 2 LGA-wide Shade Sail project.  Other sites 
where shade sails were installed included the skate park at Smith Park 
Coonamble, over the playground at Smith Park Coonamble and over the 
splashpad in Gulargambone.  These were all completed earlier this year, with 
the Lions Park shelter being the final structure to be installed.  

 As part of a separate SCCF Round 2 project, a nature-themed playground 
(with timber play equipment) and metal exercise equipment (similar to the 
equipment at Smith Park) has been ordered and will be installed at Lions Park 
in November.  An irrigation system will also be installed at Lions Park as part 
of this project.  

The Gulargambone Youth Centre 

 This is SCCF Round 2 project which includes the installation of a basketball 
court and seating at the back of the centre.  The project is in progress and 
seating has been delivered ready for installation.  The pad is finished and 
ready for concrete to be poured for the court.  

 A SCCF Round 3 project is funding exterior works to the building (including 
concreting, stormwater pipe repairs, awnings, fencing, cleaning and painting).  
A request for quote has been called for all works as one contract, which is yet 
to be awarded.  
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Amenity Block Upgrades 

 This project (SCCF Round 2) upgraded amenities across the LGA including 
the weir, MacDonald Park Coonamble, Quambone Memorial Hall, Coonamble 
Showground, the highway in Gulargambone and Lions Park in Gulargambone.  

 Works were undertaken during this year. All sites are now complete, with 
Lions Park and Showground being the final amenities to be completed last 
month.  

The Coonamble Sporting Oval upgrade 

 $1 million in Drought Communities Program funding has been allocated to 
upgrades to the playing field, fencing, lighting, and painting of the grandstand 
and canteen building.  A project manager has been appointed to manage the 
field, fencing and lighting components.  Quotes are about to be called for the 
lighting of the field, which will then provide information required to progress 
with fencing and field upgrades.  Painting is outside the project manager’s 
scope and will be undertaken in October. 

 Separately, a SCCF Round 2 project for irrigation upgrade at the sportsground 
was completed in April.  

Skate Bowl  

 The concrete skate bowl, seating and water bubbler were completed in June, 
and the fence (not part of the grant funded project) installed in July.  The only 
component of the project yet to be completed is the installation of CCTV (due 
to be installed in October). 

Coonamble’s Trooper Stables Restoration (at the Museum under the Bridge) (SCCF 
3) 

 Council is currently calling for quotes for the agreed scope of works which 
includes painting and restoration inside the stables, structural repairs to the 
stable wall, renovating the louvre windows and door and stabilising of a water 
trough to ensure integrity of stable walls.  
 

Coonamble pool blankets and change room upgrades (SCCF Round 2) 

 Completed in August 2020. 
 

Smith Park Netball Courts (SCCF Round 1) 

 Construction of four new netball courts are complete with a project 
underspend. Staff are currently working in consultation with the netball 
committee to undertake additional upgrades including fencing, seating and 
canteen upgrades.  

 

Coonamble Riverside Caravan Park redevelopment 

 2019 Drought Stimulus Package awarded $438,649 for Coonamble Riverside 
Caravan Park redevelopment, including: 

o arrival and internal directional signage 

o construction, installation and fit out of one x two-bedroom disability 

access cabin  

o construction of three lock up garages for patrons, providing additional 

security for the business visitors and another for storage  
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o demolition and decommissioning of the old amenities block  

o construction and installation of double ensuite unit  

o office fit out  

 The majority of this project is on hold until a lease agreement with a tenant is 
in place, allowing the tenant the opportunity to participate in decisions about 
these improvements.  

 

A Communications and Grants Officer has recently been appointed and will 
commence early November.  Future Economic Development & Growth Progress 
Reports will include regular status updates of Council grant funded projects, Council 
and community grant applications and projects identified for future applications for 
grant funding. 

 

Riverside Caravan Park 

Council has called for EOIs for the lease of Riverside Craven Park. A confidential 
report on the response and staff recommendations following the assessment of these 
EOIs is included in this Business Paper. 

At Council’s August meeting, it considered confidential item 14.2 Drought Stimulus 
Program – Riverside Caravan Park and resolved: 

1. That the works be awarded to AKW Carpentry and Concreting conditional 
upon the following information being supplied within 21 days and meeting 
the required standards: 

 A floor plan, with front and side elevations that meets Australian 
Standards and the Disability Access Code. 

 A project plan detailing project inclusions and exclusions along with the 
proposed project duration. 

 Certified engineering plans for the concrete hardstand. 

2. That if the required information specified in paragraph one (1) above is not 
supplied by AKW Carpentry and Concreting within 21 days, an updated 
quote be obtained from Taylor Made Buildings and the project be awarded 
to this mentioned company. 

3. That in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Council revotes the unspent budget allocation from the 2019/2020 Financial 
Year for this project. 

AKW Carpentry and Concreting delivered documentation to Council within the 
requested timeframe.  To ensure the assessment of that documentation was 
independent, transparent and fair, Council requested an external review of the 
documentation by Pro Cert Group Pty Ltd, an organisation with respected knowledge 
and expertise in construction certification and approval. 

Unfortunately, the assessment done by Pro Cert clearly indicated that the 
requirements stated in the above-mentioned Council resolution were not met.  After 
due consideration, staff had no other choice than to make the determination that 
AKW Carpentry and Concreting had not provided the necessary information.  
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It is disappointing that Council could not award this project to a local contractor 
despite providing flexibility and additional opportunity for the lodgement of required 
information.  Council is the responsible custodian for the proper expenditure of grant 
funding and rate payers’ monies, and as such needs to be in a position where it can 
have adequate trust and confidence in the appointed contractor to deliver on the 
project – in accordance with the expected specifications and standards.  

Paragraph two (2) of the above-quoted Council resolution has been pursued, and 
TaylorMade Buildings have confirmed that the original quotation provided remains 
current as a show of good faith.  Staff have met with the principal of that organisation 
on site to confirm the exact location of the cabin and have confirmed the layout and 
design of the cabin. 

 

Small Business Month Grant – Agri-tourism 

Staff were successful in securing funding for a webinar-workshop with agritourism 
experts, Regionality.  The workshop was targeted at local agribusinesses with a 
focus on providing information and support to help businesses to diversify with an 
agri-tourism offering.  Participants were able to join either from home or a central 
location in Coonamble. 

Regionality work with producers to help create alternate pathways to market, 
embrace new opportunities and build resilience through diversification and value 
adding by taking their business beyond the farm gate. 

 

https://www.regionality.com.au/
https://www.regionality.com.au/
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Masterplan Implementation 

The following activities undertaken during August relate directly to the implementation of the Masterplan:  

 

REF. ACTION PROGRESS UPDATE (OCTOBER 2020) 

0.00 POLICY AND SHIRE WIDE PROJECTS  

0.29 Engage with local businesses to develop, promote and participate in tourism 
campaigns identified in the strategic tourism marketing plan. 

Funding has been secured to investigate the development of 
local agri-tourism offerings. 

0.32 Investigate options for developing a minimum four-star hotel in conjunction 
with the Mineral Spa development. 

Investigations are underway with potential commercial 
interests and the State Government. 

0.36 Host a tourism seminar for locals to provide them with tools and contacts to 
start tourism businesses, including: ecotourism; Indigenous cultural 
experiences; agri-tourism; farm stays; etc.  

An initial seminar focussed on agri-tourism has been held. 
Additional funding will be sought for future training and 
development.  

0.38 Investigate opportunities for local power generation. Staff are investigating an announcement made by 
Providence Asset Group about a planned solar farm at 
Coonamble. 

0.39 Employ an arts facilitator to work with schools, community groups and 
individuals in developing public art across the shire. 

Council is calling for a commissioned artwork for Coonamble 
CBD public toilets, under the direction of a community 
technical panel.  

1.0.0 COONAMBLE TOWN MASTERPLAN  

1.0.15 Upgrade amenity building in Smith Park. Staff are investigating the upgrade of the Smith Park 
amenities building as part of the netball court project, funded 
through Round One of the Stronger Country Communities 
Fund.  

1.1.0 ENTRANCES  
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1.1.2 Design, manufacture, and installation of sculptural birds (Coonamble, 
Quambone and upgrade of Gulargambone existing sculptures). 

Drought Stimulus Package funding has been secured for the 
design, development and installation of sculptural birds. 
Council is currently assessing expressions of interest for 
project management.  

1.2.0 MAIN STREET  

1.2.1 Commission investigation and detail design of the reconfiguration of the 
intersection at the Castlereagh Highway and main street to TfNSW.  
Standards are to allow for better access and sight lines to the main street, 
ensuring safe crossing points (provisional sum for design & construction 
budget). 

Staff have had initial discussions with TfNSW. 

1.2.3 Install public amenities in prominent location on main street and provide 
attractive park-like setting.  

Skillman's Lane carpark has been identified as the location 
for the building. A technical panel is advising on the design 
and artwork of the building and set out has been confirmed.  

1.2.15 Pursue with TfNSW the investigation and implementation of a 40km/hour 
speed zone in Coonamble CBD. 

Following traffic committee approval, the concept is currently 
being advertised and public submissions called for.  

1.3.0 COONAMBLE MINERAL SPA  

1.3.2 Commission detail design of Coonamble Mineral Spa/ Conference Facility to 
promote tourism and a multi-use facility in accordance with the Masterplan 
(provisional sum for detail design & construction budget). 

Funding is currently being sought for the investigation and 
design.  

1.4.0 VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE (VIC)  

1.4.1 Commission detail design of the VIC and surrounds to provide tourism 
opportunities for visitors and the community which celebrates the Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal cultural heritage of the district (provisional sum for 
design & construction budget). 

Construction is ongoing.  Council's project management 
team meets fortnightly with the contracted construction 
company on-site. 

1.4.2 Provide new carpark with accessible parking space and ramp to path to 
provide accessibility for all and links into the existing Smith Park network, re-
align entrance road into VIC to provide safer entry and exit path and provide 
new bus and RV parallel parking within existing park driveway surface. 

A detailed design is currently being undertaken and civil 
works are due to commence in November 2020. 
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2.0.0 QUAMBONE MASTERPLAN  

2.0.7 Upgrade the playground to include: a tourism kiosk; wi-fi; public amenities; 
youth zone play equipment and outdoor ping-pong tables for casual hanging 
out and perching. 

Funding for the public amenities has been secured.  

2.0.14 Tidy up litter and rubbish throughout town, especially around the rubbish tip 
(annual). 

Council staff will be ensuring this is a priority in routine 
operations, especially after the fencing of the tip.  

2.0.24 Install Macquarie Marshes signage on Castlereagh Highway which is 
consistent with masterplan. 

Staff are working with neighbouring Councils to install 
additional signage.  

3.0.0 GULARGAMBONE MASTERPLAN  

3.0.5 Install outdoor exercise equipment to Lions Park and Sports Ground to 
create fitness trail opportunities. 

The equipment is scheduled for installation in November 
2020.  

3.0.7 Provide picnic area to Lions Park: install barbeques, shelter, bubblers, bins 
& table seating facilities to improve amenity. 

The shelter has been installed and advice provided about 
funding for a barbeque.  

3.0.8 Install nature play based playground to Lions Park. The equipment is scheduled for installation in November 
2020.  
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(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Economic Development activities work towards achieving the strategic 
objectives and delivery actions as outlined in the Economic Development 
Strategy 2020, Community Strategic Plan 2032, Delivery Plan 2017-2020 
and Operational Plan 2019/20.  

(b)  Legal Implications 

The contract for sale of the former Mac’s Dry Cleaning building is a legally 
binding document. Council has sought legal advice about Mr 
Sommerville’s withdrawal from the purchase of the property which 
confirms he is within his rights do so.  

(c)  Social Implications 

Economic development and growth in many instances increases social 
opportunities for the community. Projects and initiatives described in this 
report are undertaken with the objective of delivering social benefits to the 
Coonamble LGA.  

(d)  Environmental Implications 

Environmental implications associated with the development of the Visitor 
Information Centre, cabin at Riverside Caravan Park and CBD amenities 
are addressed as part of the Development Application process.  

An Environmental Impact Statement on the Narromine to Narrabri project 
of the Inland Rail project is expected to be published before the end of 
2020.  

(e)  Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Mac’s Dry-Cleaning Building – no income from the proposed sale was 
realised, and Council will have to fund the ongoing depreciation cost of the 
asset. The cost of the development for future strategic use of the asset will 
need to be budgeted, once determined.  

(f)  Risk Implications 

Regular reporting to Council provides an opportunity to communicate and 
manage any ongoing or unexpected related risks that may emerge.    

 

CONCLUSION 

Economic Development & Growth activities and projects continue to progress 
according to the Economic Development Strategy 2020 and Coonamble Shire 
Masterplan. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council notes the contents of this report.   

2. That Council retains the former Mac’s Dry-Cleaning building for 
future strategic use. 
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12.4 RATES AND CHARGES COLLECTIONS - SEPTEMBER 2020 

File Number: Rates - General - R4 

Author: Melissa Curtis, Revenue and Finance Officer 

Authoriser: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is for Council to be updated with the most recent 
information pertaining to its rates and charges collections – as applicable to the 
month of September 2020.  

BACKGROUND 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

The annual rate charges are set out within Council’s 2020/21 Operational 
Plan. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

The annual rate charges are set out within Council’s 2020/21 Operational 
Plan. 

 30 September 2020 30 September 2019 

Rates and Charges $5,253,560.81 $4,854,095.84 

Water Consumption $341,890.63 $341,587.69 

Total $5,595,451.44 $5,195,683.53 

 

COMMENTARY 

Rates and Charges 

 30 September 2020 30 September 2019 

Rates and charges in arrears as at 30 June 2020 $904,997.89 $694,494.20 

Rates/charges levied & adjustments for 2020/2021 $6,956,119.36 $6,698,724.16 

Pension Concession ($105,928.83) ($109,136.98) 

Amounts collected as at 30 September 2020 ($2,501,627.61) ($2,429,985.54) 

Total Rates and Charges to be Collected $5,253,560.81 $4,854,095.84 

 

The amount levied for rates and charges for 2020/21 includes the current year’s 
annual rates and charges and any interest added since the date the rates notices 
were issued.  The amount received as at the 30 September 2020 includes receipts 
for both arrears and the current year’s amounts outstanding. 
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It should be noted that the rates and charges 2020/21 levied amount is reduced by 
the pensioner concession of $105,928.83; reducing the amount of income derived 
from these rates and charges.  Of this concession, Council’s contribution is 45%, 
which represents an amount of $47,667.97.  

The rates and charges as at 30 September 2020 represents 66.83% of the total 
annual rates and charges levied and outstanding (compared with 64.04% on 30 
September 2019). 

 

Water Consumption Charges 

 

  30 September 
2020 

  30 September   
2019 

Water Consumption Charges and arrears as at 30 September 2020  $399,024.06 $435,238.91 

Water Consumption charges & adjustments 2020/21 year to date  $134,877.67 $164,328.96 

Amounts collected as at 30 September 2020 ($192,011.10) ($257,980.18) 

Total Water Consumption Charges to be Collected $341,890.63 $341,587.69 

 

The water consumption charges as at the 30 September 2020 represents 64.04% of 
the total water consumption charges outstanding (compared to 56.97% on 30 
September 2019). 

 

Debt Recovery Agency  

Council has not issued any new referrals to the Debt Recovery Agency that acts on 
behalf of Council.  

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Council staff comply with the directions provided by Council’s suite of 
policies that govern this function of Council. 

(b) Legal Implications 

The collection of rates and water charges does impact on the community.  
For this reason, Council is always willing to negotiate payment terms with 
outstanding debtors.  Debtors are afforded several opportunities to contact 
Council regarding these matters. 

(c) Social Implications 

The collection of rates and water charges does impact on the community.  
For this reason, Council is always willing to negotiate payment terms with 
outstanding debtors.  Debtors are afforded several opportunities to contact 
Council regarding these matters. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Item 12.4 Page 69 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no direct environmental implications arising from this report.  
However, it needs to be acknowledged that Covid-19 could have an 
impact on Council’s ability to collect its rates and charges. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

If Council’s rates and charges collection fall behind, it will have an impact 
on Council’s ongoing ability to meet its operational costs and making 
adequate funding available for necessary asset maintenance and renewal 
projects. 

(f) Risk Implications 

As was stated above, Covid-19 could have an impact on Council’s ability 
to collect its rates and charges and should be acknowledged as a risk.  

CONCLUSION 

The rates and charges as at 30 September 2020 represent 66.83% of the total 
annual rates and charges levied and outstanding from previous years by Council 
(compared with 65.66% on 30 September 2019).  The water consumption charges as 
of 30 September 2020 represents 64.04% of the total water consumption charges 
outstanding from previous years (compared to 56.97% in 30 September 2019). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information provided in the report. 
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12.5 STATUS OF INVESTMENTS - SEPTEMBER 2020 

File Number: Investments General - I5 

Author: Emma Kelly, Finance Manager 

Authoriser: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of the report is for Councillors to note the status of its investment 
portfolio. 

BACKGROUND 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

L1.4.10 Maintain long term financial viability 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Investment levels and interest rates are currently on par with the revised 
estimate calculations. 

COMMENTARY 

 

Financial Institution
 Invest Rating 

S&Ps 
Investment Type/Maturity Date Current Rate Term  Amount    ($)  

Bendigo Bank A2 Term Deposit - 17/12/2020 0.55% 91 Days 1,000,000                    

Bendigo Bank A2 Term Deposit - 29/09/2020 0.10% 30 Days 1,000,000                    

Commonwealth Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 24/03/2020 0.64% 181 Days 1,000,000                    

Commonwealth Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 12/11/2020 0.56% 90 Days 2,000,000                    

Commonwealth Bank A1+ @ Call Account 0.25% 2,500,000                    

IMB A2 Term Deposit - 16/10/2020 0.80% 90 Days 1,000,000                    

IMB A2 @ Call Account 0.10% 1,000,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit -23/12/2020 0.70% 120 Days 2,000,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit -  09/11/2020 0.75% 90 Days 1,000,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 30/12/2020 0.70% 120 Days 2,000,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 14/12/2020 0.73% 122 Days 1,500,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 29/10/2020 0.75% 90 Days 2,000,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ Term Deposit - 31/12/2020 0.70% 120 Days 1,500,000                    

Reliance C/U Unrated Term Deposit - 17/11/2020 0.65% 92 Days 250,000                       

St George A1+ Term Deposit - 18/12/2020 0.70% 151 Days 500,000                       

St George A1+ Term Deposit - 31/10/2020 0.82% 92 Days 500,000                       

Westpac A1+ Term Deposit - 12/11/2020 0.60% 90 Days 1,000,000                    

TOTAL 21,750,000                 
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(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Monthly financial reporting ensures transparency of financial reporting to 
enable Councillors to make financially sustainable and accountable 
decisions. 

(b) Legal Implications 

All investments continue to be made in accordance with the requirements 
of the Local Government Act 1993 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

(c) Social Implications 

Council funds are used to provide services and infrastructure to the 
community and, as a result, well managed funds maximise the level of 
financial resources available to support the community. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Sound economic management includes maximising Council’s return on 
investment, and this is achieved by closely monitoring investments in line 
with Council’s Investment Policy. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Sound economic management includes maximising Council’s return on 
investment, and this is achieved by closely monitoring all investments in 
line with Council’s Investment Policy. 

CONCLUSION 

Funds have been restricted to ensure all areas of Council can continue to operate in 
accordance with both the annual Operational Plan and the Long-Term Financial Plan.  
Further, all investments are continued to be made in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

Financial Institution
 Invest Rating 

S&Ps 
 % of Investment 

Max per 

Investment 

Policy

 Amount    ($)  

Commonwealth Bank A1+ 25% 50% 5,500,000                    

National Australia Bank A1+ 46% 50% 10,000,000                 

Westpac A1+ 5% 50% 1,000,000                    

St George A1+ 5% 50% 1,000,000                    

Bendigo Bank A2 9% 35% 2,000,000                    

IMB A2 9% 35% 2,000,000                    

Reliance C/U Unrated 1% 10% 250,000                       

21,750,000$               

Rating % of Investment Policy Amount

A1+ 80% 100% 17,500,000          

A1 0% 80% -                         

A2 42% 60% 4,000,000             

Unrated 1% 30% 250,000                

21,750,000$        

5008 General Fund Investments 15,089,677.04     

5010 Sewerage Investment Fund 2,529,596.46       

5009 Water Investment Fund 4,130,726.50       

21,750,000$        

Interest earned on Investments for 2020-2021 as at 30 September 2020 59,645$                
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the list of investments as at 30 September 2020 
and that these investments comply with section 625(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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12.6 CONDITION REPORT - QUAMBONE SWIMMING POOL 

File Number: Quambone Swimming Pool - S-13-3 

Author: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil 

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on the current 
condition of the Quambone Pool and seek the allocation of additional funding 
required to carry out essential repairs. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Throughout the 2019/20 swimming season, repairs were undertaken by both Council 
staff and contractors to address several major issues at the Quambone pool.  These 
issues ranged from addressing substantial leaks, to repairs to the filtration unit and 
pump.  In total the additional repairs amounted to approximately $16,200. 

During the off-season, the facility is regularly inspected and maintained by Council 
staff.  It was during one of these inspections that a further considerable leak was 
identified.  The process of determining the source of the leak and seeking quotations 
for the repairs was then commenced.  Following some delay, a quotation has been 
received by Council with the works estimated at $31,000. 

Currently the facility is closed and will not re-open until repairs are undertaken. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I3.4 – Maintain all public facilities to ensure safety and promote use. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

The estimated cost of repairs is $31,000 which is outside Council’s 
2020/21 operational budget and requires an additional allocation of funds.  

As the works are of a capital nature, they may be funded from a transfer 
from Council’s Internal Public Pool Reserve.  Currently, this reserve has a 
balance of $78,338, with no other drawings budgeted for the 2020/21 
financial year. 

COMMENTARY 

Over past years, several major leaks at the Quambone Pool have been identified and 
repaired by both Council staff and contractors.  Fortunately, on a number of 
occasions, the source of these leaks was clearly identifiable and easily fixed, whilst 
others were addressed by a process of elimination.  

The present leak falls into the latter category, with maintenance already carried out to 
narrow down the probable source to the main return line, which runs parallel to the 
edge of the pool under the concrete concourse.  
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Following receipt of the quote from the local contractor, discussions were held to 
ascertain the cost involved, which was significantly higher than anticipated and the 
likelihood of the problem being permanently rectified. 

It is understood that the location of the return line and the reinstatement of the 
concrete concourse, which is labour-intensive, attributed to the quoted amount.   
Permanent repair cannot be guaranteed, as the possibility of additional leakage 
remains. 

Considering the above, staff is endeavouring to obtain specialised advice on the best 
course of action and this information is anticipated shortly.  This decision was made 
to ensure Council employs its limited resources in the most effective manner 
possible. 

As mentioned in the Financial Considerations section of this report, Council does not 
have sufficient funding allocated within the 2020/21 Operational Budget to carry out 
these works.  Council will be required to allocate the additional funding necessary in 
accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Reg 211. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Maintenance of Council’s infrastructure assets is carried out in accordance 
with Council’s adopted management plans. 

(b) Legal Implications 

In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulations 2005, 
Council must resolve to approve or incur a liability of expenditure.  

(c) Social Implications 

The Quambone pool provides a well utilised gathering point for members 
of the Quambone community and surrounding area.  

(d) Environmental Implications 

The repairs, when completed, will help reduce the level of water 
consumption at the Council facility. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Works are scheduled in accordance with Council’s adopted 2020/21 
Operational Plan and Budget to ensure Council’s assets are maintained to 
an appropriate standard. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Should Council not carry out repair works the risk of further damage, or 
even failure, of the asset will potentially intensify. 

CONCLUSION 

A significant leak has been discovered at the pool in Quambone, with the most likely 
source being the main return line.  Quotes were invited from local contractors, with 
only one quote of $31,000 being received.  Given the significant cost associated with 
the works, Council is required to allocate additional funding within its current adopted 
Operational Budget for the 2020/21 financial year. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council notes the information contained in this report and 
that the Quambone Pool will remain closed until the necessary 
repairs are undertaken. 

2. That Council allocates the required $31,000.00 from its Internal 
Reserve – Public Pools – to allow for the repairs as detailed in 
the body of the report to proceed.   
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12.7 REVIEW OF PROCUREMENT POLICY 

File Number: Policies - P15 

Author: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: 1. Procurement Policy - Draft - October 2020    
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a reviewed Procurement Policy 
for consideration and adoption. 

BACKGROUND 

Following the investigation into the management and consideration of Tender TD19-
01-MR a report, along with several recommendations, was provided for Council’s 
consideration at the August 2020 Meeting.  Council resolved as follows: 

RESOLUTION 2020/127  

Moved: Cr Barbara Deans 

Seconded: Cr Robert Thomas  

1. That Council notes the contents of the report  

2. That Council requests the General Manager to ensure that Council’s 
Procurement Policy is updated to a best practice standard and for such 
revised policy to be brought back for Council’s consideration and 
adoption at its October 2020 Ordinary Meeting. 

In compliance with the above resolution, staff reviewed Council’s Procurement Policy 
and a draft revised policy is attached for Council’s consideration. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

L1.4.4 Governance is open and transparent. 

L1.4.5 Review Council policies. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Probity and procurement form an important part of Council’s operations.  
The draft Procurement Policy has been updated to incorporate best 
practise within the local government industry.  

COMMENTARY 

In formulating the draft policy for Council’s determination, the following areas were 
identified by management as requiring further strengthening and improvement: 

 The level of detail in the documentation of both Council’s Procurement Policy 
and Procedures, required further enhancement to cover all of Council’s 
procurement activities. 

 

 The inclusion of current best practise philosophy, such as including the use of 
independent third parties, when warranted, during the procurement process. 
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 Under Council’s revised Organisational Structure, the Manager of Finance and 
Procurement has a more prominent role in ensuring that proper procurement 
practices are being followed.  As such, the Procurement Policy and associated 
documentation have been updated to reflect this change in roles. 

 

 The findings, as outlined, from the report into Council’s handling of Tender 
TD19-01MR. 

The draft Procurement Policy seeks to achieve a balance of strengthening Council 
procurement processes and procedural documentation, whilst not becoming overly 
complicated for it to impact negatively on Council’s operational efficiency.  The draft 
revised policy has retained the previously adopted provisions designed to promote 
local industry within the Local Government Area. 

As the draft policy has undergone a significant review and to promote open and 
transparent governance, it would be prudent for Council to place the policy on public 
exhibition for 28 days and invite comment from the community. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Once adopted by Council, the revised Procurement Policy will become a 
policy of Council. 

(b) Legal Implications 

The procurement of goods and services by Council must comply with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 (Section 55) and the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 (Clauses177 and178). 

(c) Social Implications 

Council’s draft procurement policy takes into consideration social 
implications.  

(d) Environmental Implications 

Council’s draft Procurement Policy seeks to promote sustainable 
purchasing through the elimination of unnecessary inefficiency, waste, and 
expenditure. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Local contractors and businesses should benefit from the increased 
margin allowed for by Council in the costing structure, which should 
benefit the local micro-economy of the local government area over a 
period of time. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Through the implementation of the control measures included in the draft 
Procurement Policy, Council is seeking to reduce / minimise its exposure 
to risks associated with its procurement processes. 
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CONCLUSION 

Council’s Procurement Policy has been reviewed and amended to ensure 
compliance with both legislative and operational requirements.  The amendments to 
the policy have been designed to address both the shortcomings identified by 
Council staff, whilst taking into consideration the recommendations from the findings 
of the investigation report previously presented to Council.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council places the draft Procurement Policy, as attached 
to the report, on public exhibition for a period of 28 days for the 
purpose of inviting submissions from the community. 

2. That Council requests the Executive Leader Corporate and 
Sustainability to present a further report, together with all 
submissions received, to Council at the conclusion of the 
public exhibition period for Council’s further consideration and 
adoption of the Procurement Policy (with or without changes) 
at its December 2020 Ordinary Meeting.   

3. That the General Manager, in association with the Executive 
Leader Corporate and Sustainability, be requested to arrange 
for a Councillor Workshop where the provisions of this 
Procurement Policy is further discussed and explained, as well 
as for the necessary training in this regard to be provided to all 
applicable staff members. 
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12.8 URBAN SERVICES - WORKS IN PROGRESS 

File Number: Report - R6 

Author: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil 

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide information on works in progress within 
Council’s Urban Services Department for the month of September 2020 along with 
planned future works. 

BACKGROUND 

Council’s Urban Services department’s goal is to maintain and enhance the 
recreational and open space areas including parks, gardens, ovals, showground, 
cemeteries, public pools and streetscapes – as well as providing support for 
technically sound construction and maintenance of public infrastructure within the 
community. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I2.1.2 – Support development of facilities within Council budget and 
priorities. 

I2.1.5 – Maintain/Improve parks to acceptable standards. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Provision is made within the 2020/21 Operational Plan and Budget to fund 
the associated works and programs listed in this report. 

COMMENTARY 

Urban Services: 

 The works program continues to focus on maintaining the presentation of 
the open spaces in Coonamble, Gulargambone and Quambone.  

 The seasonal replanting of the Coonamble main street gardens beds has 
been programmed to be carried out prior to the October Council meeting. 

 Council has been contacted by John Murray, who has advised that he 
plans to be in Coonamble during October 2020 to carry out repairs to the 
mural at the Coonamble Sportsground. 

 Council has called for tenders from suitably qualified and licensed 
organisations for the upgrades to the Coonamble Sportsground lighting. 

 The repainting of the canteen and the grandstand at the Coonamble 
Sportsground has commenced and works are proceeding to plan. 
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Vandalism Update: 

 Vandalism costs incurred by Council for the 2020/21 financial year to date 
amount to $5,569.81. 

 The facilities in MacDonald park have been damaged by several vandalism 
acts over the past couple of months, with both the public toilets and 
playground infrastructure being affected. 

 The installation of additional closed-circuit television cameras (CCTV) and 
lighting in MacDonald Park has been completed.  It is hoped that these 
additional security measures will help reduce antisocial behaviour in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Pools: 

 Both the Coonamble and Gulargambone Public pools have opened for the 
2020/21 swimming season. 

 Following the late withdrawal of the kiosk operator, Council is currently calling 
for expressions of interest for the operation of the kiosk at the Coonamble 
Pool for the 2020/21 swimming season. 

 In accordance with the current public health orders, Council has been required 
to implement COVID-19 safety plans for each of its public pools.  Whilst 
Coonamble and Gulargambone have been completed, Quambone’s COVID-
19 safety plan is yet to be finalised. 

 The opening of the Quambone Pool has been delayed due to a number of 
issues.  A separate report into these maters has been included with this 
Business Paper for Council’s information. 

 

Buildings: 

 Ongoing minor maintenance continues as required. 

 

Damaged table in MacDonald Park CCTV installation at MacDonald Park.  
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(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Maintenance of Council’s infrastructure assets is carried out in accordance 
with Council’s adopted management plans. 

(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

(c) Social Implications 

Maintenance works are programmed, where practical, to minimise social 
impacts. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

Maintenance and capital works are planned and programmed, where 
practical, to reduce Councils negative impact on the environment. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Works are scheduled in accordance with Council’s adopted 2020/21 
Operational Plan and Budget to ensure Council’s assets are maintained to 
an appropriate standard. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Regular maintenance works are scheduled and carried out to reduce 
Council’s overall risk exposure. 

CONCLUSION 

The report provides updated information on the projects and planned works for 
Council’s information. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information in this report.  
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12.9 2019 - 2020 OPERATIONAL PLAN PERFORMANCE REPORT 

File Number: Intergrated Planning and Reporting - A3 

Author: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: 1. 2019-20 Operational Plan Review - June 2020    
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the progress of all principal 
activities, as of 30 June 2020, against the actions within the Operational Plan 2019-
2020 and the progress towards meeting the outcomes in Council’s four (4) year 
Delivery Program 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Section 402 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993, each local 
government area (LGA) is required to have a Community Strategic Plan (CSP) that 
contains the visions and aspirations of the community and Council for at least a 10 
year period. 

Supporting the CSP are several strategic documents including a Resourcing 
Strategy, Delivery Program and Operational Plan.  The Delivery Program contains 
the strategies, goals and actions to achieve the objectives contained within the CSP, 
whilst the Operational Plan details the activities to be engaged in by Council during 
the year as part of the Delivery Program covering that year.  

Under Section 404 (5) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

“The General Manager must ensure that regular progress reports are provided 
to the Council reporting as to its progress with respect to the principal activities 
detailed in its delivery program.  Progress reports must be provided at least 
every six (6) months”.  

The annexure to this report provides action statements and progress indicators for 
activities contained within the Operational Plan for the twelve (12) month period 
ending 30 June 2020. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

This item links to Delivery Program objective L1.4.4 “Conduct all business 
in compliance with the Local Government Act and Regulations.  

The report content is in line with the requirements of Section 404 (5) and 
402 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 and provides Council and the 
community with the current status of activities within the Operational Plan 
2019-2020. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations arising from this report. 
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COMMENTARY 

Highlights of the annual period from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 include: 

 Securing $438,649 in Government funding to further upgrade the facilities at the 
Coonamble Riverside Caravan Park. 

 Completion of upgrades to the irrigation system at the Coonamble Sportsground 
and Smith Park. 

 The installation of an irrigation system at the Coonamble Showground. 

 The construction of a long-awaited Skate Bowl at MacDonald Park. 

 The renewal of the Pool Blankets and upgrades to the change rooms at the 
Coonamble Swimming Pool. 

 Council’s closed-circuit television (CCTV) camera network was upgraded 
utilising grant funds from the Safer Communities Program.  The funding allowed 
for the installation of a number of remote CCTV units in key locations.  

 The adoption of the Coonamble Shire Masterplan in June 2020. 

 Appointment of a full time Economic Development and Growth Manager. 

 Securing $1,000,000 in Government funding to upgrade the lighting and other 
infrastructure at the Coonamble Sportsground. 

 Works on Stage 3 of the Levee for Coonamble was completed during the year. 
It should be noted that work on Stage 4 of the Levee was also commenced prior 
to 30 June 2020. 

 The successful completion of two (2) separate Repair grant funded programs on 
Baradine Road, totalling approximately $821,000. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

There are no governance or policy implications arising from this report. 

(b) Legal Implications 

Council is meeting legal obligations in line with the requirements of the: 

- Local Government Act, 1993. 

- Local Government (General) Regulation, 2005. 

- Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines published March 2013. 

(c) Social Implications 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework provides the 
community with regular (six monthly) progress updates on activities 
approved by Council. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

There are no economic or asset management implication arising from this 
report. 
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(f) Risk Implications 

There are no direct risk implications arising from this report. 

CONCLUSION 

The review of the Operational Plan 2019-2020 has been completed by Council staff 
and progress measured to meet the broader objectives of Council’s four (4) year 
Delivery Program. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the activity progress against the actions 
contained in the 2019-2020 Operational Plan and measures against 
the Council’s 2017-21 Delivery Program  
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12.10 RANGER'S MONTHLY REPORT 

File Number: C3 

Author: Jill Moorhouse, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information relative to the control 
and management of companion animals within the three (3) urban centres of the 
Local Government Area. 

BACKGROUND 

The following statistical information relates to the month of September 2020: 

CORRESPONDENCE 
September 

2020 
Year to Date 

2019/2020 Total 

   

 Official Correspondence 70 264 
 Infringements (Animals) 0 0 
 Infringements (Other) 0 0 
 Change of Details 11 66 

Microchipped dogs 46 156 
Registrations 13 42 
 Nuisance dog declaration 0 0 
 Dangerous dog declaration 0 0 
 Menace dog declaration 0 0 

 

 IMPOUNDED ANIMALS 

The Office of Local Government (OLG) site is still being updated and is 
unavailable for the report. 
 
This month thirteen (13) dogs and ten (10) cats were impounded. 
Four (4) dogs were released to the owners; seven (7) were rehomed and two 
(2) euthanized.  The ten (10) cats were euthanized.    
 
 
Gulargambone dogs impounded   4 
Quambone dogs impounded         0 
 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

P2.2.4 Control straying animals 
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(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations associated with this report. 

 

COMMENTARY 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Council has an obligation under the Companion Animals Act 1998 to 
enforce legislation to keep its community safe and continue to address 
issues relative to the welfare of companion animals within the Local 
Government Area. 

(b) Legal Implications 

The OLG site is being updated to accommodate the new permits that will 
come into force from 1 July 2020 regarding ownership of Dangerous and 
Restricted Dogs.  There are also additional requirements for owners of 
cats that are not de-sexed. 

There are legal implications relative to the keeping of some classifications 
of dogs under the Companion Animals Act 1998. 

(c) Social Implications 

Nil. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

Nil. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Nil. 

(f) Risk Implications 

There are legal implications pertaining to the keeping of some 
classifications of dogs under the Companion Animals Act 1998.  If these 
conditions are not met, there may be associated risks to members of the 
community. 

CONCLUSION 

The information provided in this report gives Council a monthly overview of the 
actions taken in the management and control of companion animals within the Local 
Government Area. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information in this report. 
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12.11 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT 

File Number: R6 

Author: Sophie Cullen, Community Development Officer 

Authoriser: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide information on the activities within Council’s 
Community Services section for the month of September 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The Community Services section is responsible for the following key functions: 

 Library Services; 

 Tourism and Visitor Services (in the process of being transferred over to the 
Economic Development and Growth section); 

 Community Development; 

 Children and Youth Services; 

 Grants and Communications (in the process of being transferred over to the 
Economic Development and Growth section); 

 Integrated Planning; 

 Event Management (in the process of being transferred over to the Economic 
Development and Growth section). 

 
LIBRARY SERVICES  

 The Gulargambone and Quambone book exchanges have been completed for 
May and September.  The exchanges ensure that different books are sent to 
each of the villages from the Coonamble Shire Library so that members can 
access different books.  Both villages missed the May book exchange due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

 School holiday activities have recommenced in the library.  With strict 
adherence to social distancing guidelines, we are only able to have very small 
groups (up to five) at each activity, but so far they have been a success. 

 Librarian successfully completed training on for CHCPRT001 Identify and 
Respond to Children and young People at Risk. 

Library Statistics (26 August – 30 September 2020).  

 

Manual Statistics - Coonamble (numbers refer to people attending). 

Library Visits 
Reference 
Enquiries 

Technology 
Enquiries 

Local History VIC Enquiries 

398 3 22 8 42 

Service Loans 
New 

M/ships 
Wi-Fi Internet 

Children’s 

Computers 

Junior 

Visits 

Adult 

Visits 

Coonamble 810 2 46 n/a n/a 56 342 

Gulargambone 62 0      
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Activity Statistics - Coonamble (numbers refer to people attending). 

Senior Craft Pre-School Visits Housebound Meetings Movies Other 

n/a n/a 9 n/a n/a  

 

**activities marked with n/a are those affected by COVID-19 and social distancing/isolation 

rules. 

TOURISM AND EVENTS 

Visitor Information Centre Statistics for Reporting Period (September 2020)                                                        

Please note the centre is now OPEN, with social distancing protocols.     
 

*Some visitors had more than one enquiry 

Visitor 
Numbers 

Visitor Type Visitor Home State Enquiry Type Enquiry Details* 

265 Retiree        71     
 

NSW        141                     
Local                  27   Directions              52 

 Family   51              QLD            1                      Regional              120 Attractions            45 

 Worker     40         VIC               0       Interstate             1  Toilets                 8 

 Backpacker            Other                         Combination        4     Accommodation     26 

  Unknown             6       
Sculpture              11 

Souvenirs               3 

 

COONAMBLE MUSEUM UNDER THE BRIDGE UPDATE 

 The Coonamble Museum Under the Bridge is open to the public.  Opening 
hours are Wednesday 10am to 12noon and by appointment Monday to Friday.  
A COVID-19 Safety Plan has been implemented. 

GRANTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 NSW Government Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF) project 
update: 
- The new basketball court at the Gulargambone Youth Centre is nearing 

completion with the cement being laid.  It is anticipated that the project will 
be completed by end October 2020.  

- The upgrade of the change rooms at the Coonamble Swimming Pool 
Complex is complete.  

- The irrigation at the Coonamble Oval works is complete. 
- The refurbishment of public amenities in Quambone, Coonamble Aberford 

Sreet, Coonamble Showground, Coonamble Warrena Weir and 
Gulargambone Lions Park are complete.  

- Consultation with Gulargambone Lions Club has taken place with regards 
to the playground and gym equipment being installed in the Gulargambone 
Lions Park, with work to commence November 2020. 

- Coonamble Skate Bowl precinct nearing completion with security cameras 
being installed. 

- Coonamble & Gulargambone shade sails have all be installed, project is 
complete. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 The Community Development Officer (CDO) attended and took minutes of the 
September Interagency meeting via video conference.  There were many 
service agencies in attendance with the key conversations being about how 
their service is running during COVID-19, which is reflected in the Coonamble 
District Services Directory Google document created by the Coonamble 
Together Partnership. 

 The CDO attended the September TPG meeting, Coonamble Youth 
Interagency meeting and the DV Collective meeting. 

 

YOUTH SERVICES 

 Coonamble Youth Interagency, which was inactive for over 12 months, 
resumed in September and was attended by several local services including 
REDI.e, Interrelate, Mission Australia, the Girls Academy, FACS, HASI and 
the Police.  This group will collaboratively discuss and respond to local youth 
issues, organise events, share information and support each other.  At this 
particular meeting, the group discussed community issues, community 
programs and the TPG Youth Services Database. Council staff think that the 
existence of a Youth Interagency group is important as it will prevent the 
unnecessary duplication of events or programs in the Shire and provide a 
targeted forum where local youth issues can be discussed.  Meeting 
consistently will ensure the longevity and effectiveness of this group which 
Council’s Youth Officer now coordinates.  

 The Holiday program commenced toward the end of this month and will 
continue on into October.  So far only three days of activities have gone ahead 
across the three towns Coonamble, Gulargambone and Quambone.  This is 
the first time that Quambone has had a dedicated day of activities in the 
community and they have so far been very well received and attended. Staff 
utilized the Quambone Hall for the activities and the space, which looks 
amazing, suits the purpose well.  There are bathroom amenities, a kitchen and 
enough space for the kids to social distance while doing their craft.  The first 
day was attended by almost 20 kids which is impressive for a small town like 
Quambone.  Council staff are keen to continue to offer Quambone kids 
activities as there is a definite need and the Hall is a great venue.  

 Holiday packs were also handed out this holiday period but, like the program, 
these were delivered differently. Instead of offering one pack for each age 
group, the packs were simplified and have been broken up into week one and 
week two packs.  This allows the children to choose which activities they are 
particularly interested in.  The packs in Coonamble have all gone which is a 
good sign; children will have to now wait until Tuesday to get their week two 
pack.  

 This month Council’s Youth Officer completed First Aid Training as well Child 
Protection training: Identify and Respond to Children and Young People at 
Risk. Additionally, the Youth Officer has attended this month’s Together 
Partnership Group (TPG), Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) 
and School Reference Groups (SRG) meetings, all of these are either based 
in the school involving interaction with school staff, discussing student 
education, Indigenous educational outcomes specifically or local youth 
services’ attainments of TPG dashboard requirements.  Staff will continue 
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concentrating on the delivery of the Holiday Program over the next week and a 
half and eventually, evaluate how a modified version of the program went.  

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

The information contained in this report demonstrates the work carried out 
by staff in achieving the strategic objectives and delivery actions as outline 
in Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2032, Delivery Plan 2017-2020, 
and Operational Plan 2020/21. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations arising from this report. 

COMMENTARY 

In line with Council’s 2020/2021 Operational Plan, this report presents a summary of 
community service progress and activities for the period September 2020. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

The delivery of community development, tourism, event, grant, 
communication and integrated planning functions and activities are carried 
out in accordance with Council’s Operational Plan and government 
planning framework.  Community Service staff has implemented amended 
models of service delivery in response to COVID-19 restrictions and 
guidelines. 

(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

(c) Social Implications 

Council’s community services section delivers a broad range of support 
services, activities, and opportunities to all age groups.  These services 
assist in building social capital within the Shire. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Council continues to implement strategies to support the 
community during these unprecedented times. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

The economic implications of community services are positive, in that 
these services provide employment opportunities, delivering a service to 
the community and support the local business sector. 

(f) Risk Implications 

There are no risk implications arising from this report. 
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CONCLUSION 

The updates provided in this report deliver information to Council on the key activities 
undertaken in Council’s Community Services section for the month of September 
2020. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information contained in this report.  
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12.12 ENGINEERING SERVICES - WORKS IN PROGRESS 

File Number: R6 

Author: Kookie Atkins, Director of Engineering Services 

Authoriser: Hein Basson, General Manager  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide information on the works in progress within 
Council’s Infrastructure Department. 
 
BACKGROUND 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
I1.1 Maintain local road maintenance and construction.  
I3.1 Deliver safe drinking water and sewerage services. 
4.1 Ensure long term management and protection of our community 
assets. 
 

(b) Financial Considerations 
Provision is made within the 2020/2021 Operational Plan and Budget to 
fund the associated works and programs listed in this report. 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
(a) Plant / Fleet: 

 Routine inspections and servicing completed as planned. 

 A new padfoot roller was delivered. 

 New Drake low loader delivered. 
 
(b) Airport: 

 Routine inspection and maintenance works ongoing. 
 

(c) McDonald Park Skate Bowl 

  Construction of the skate bowl is complete, cameras and lighting 
progressing. 

 
(d) Water & Sewer: 

 General maintenance has been completed on an ‘as-needs’ basis. 

 Council is continuing to work on funding applications for the Safe and 
Secure Water Program, with projects such as new bores in Coonamble 
and Quambone and a new reservoir in Coonamble. 

 DP8 Engineering has commenced work on the Scoping Study to 
analyse the ongoing operating, maintenance and capital investment 
costs at the Coonamble STP.  The company has presented its first 
progress report on the initial findings. 
 

 Trazlbat Pty Ltd. has commenced work on the replacement of the 
sewer rising main from Quambone Road SPS1 to the CSTP.  
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(e) Quarry: 

 Repairs and maintenance have been carried out on an ‘as-need’ basis. 
 
(f) Landfill sites: 

 Council has been issued with a clean-up notice by the EPA for the old 
landfill site at the end of Wingadee Street. 

 An assessment has been carried out and is now with the EPA for 
review. 

 The assessment will be presented to Council with a plan to address the 
issue.  

 
(g) Levee Upgrade: 

 Stage 4 is progressing, however, minor delays in the final section due to 
material delivery problems are expected. 

 A grant application has been submitted for Stage 5; being the final 
stage. 

(h) Saleyards: 

 Staff are in discussions with the EPA regarding the future of the 
saleyard licence. 

(i) State Highway: 

 Staff have been successful in securing a work order to the value 
$381,938 to complete heavy patching works on the Castlereagh 
Highway. 

 Reseal designs have been submitted to TfNSW for approval, once 
accepted, pricing will be completed to seek funding as a work order to 
complete. 
 

Routine Activities 

 Routine activities including pothole and edge break repairs, sign 
maintenance, rest area maintenance, litter collection, removal of 
detritus, vegetation control and routine inspections have been 
completed on the Castlereagh Highway. 
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(j) Urban, Local and Regional Roads: 
 
Routine Activities 

 Routine activities, including pothole and edge break repairs, sign 
maintenance, rest area maintenance, litter collection, removal of 
detritus, vegetation control and routine inspections have been 
completed. 

 
Tooraweenah Road 

 TfNSW requested minor additional information and staff have 
responded.  We are waiting on a response from TfNSW regarding the 
development phase of the project to undertake environmental and 
geotechnical investigations, survey and design.   
 

Warren Road 

 Advice was received from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Communications that the upgrade of the 
intersection of Warren Road and the Castlereagh Highway with a value 
of $820,000 under the National Heavy Vehicle Safety Productivity 
Program was successful in securing $410,000, which accounts for a 
50% contribution to the project.  Staff will investigate available 
opportunities to seek the other 50% of the funds from State 
Government funding programs. 
 

 Funding Deed for the Fixing Country Roads Round 2 – Warren Road 
Upgrade various sections is being prepared (separate to the upgrade 
of the Warren Road intersection).  Staff are working on the relevant 
documents required to be developed and submitted (i.e. policy 
documents, various project plans etc.). 

 
Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (Flood Damage) 

         In addition to the list of “immediate reconstruction works” reported to 
Council at the September 2020 meeting, the Walla Walla Road, Willow 
Downs Road and Talegar Roads have also been included. 

 

Item Task Comments 

1 MR202 Merri Merri – Flood damage repairs In progress 

2 SR93 Walla Walla Road – Flood damage repairs In progress 

3 SR30 Willow Downs Road – Flood damage repairs In progress 

4 SR86 Carinda Road – Rehabilitation (after harvest) Programmed 

5 SR14 Quabathoo Road – Flood damage repairs Complete 

6 SR92 Fairmile Road – Food damage repairs Complete 

7 SR18 Wattle Creek Road – Maintenance grade Complete 

8 SR52 Talegar Road – Flood damage repairs In progress 

9 SR153 Tooloon South Road – Flood damage repairs Complete 

10 SR19 Gulargambone Road – Flood damage repairs Complete 

11 SR6 Bramble Road – Maintenance grade Complete 

12 SR4 Emby Road – Maintenance grade Complete 

13 SR113 Winnaba Road – Maintenance grade Complete 

14 SR54 Floddenfield Road - Maintenance grade In progress 

15 MR129 Baradine Road – Rehabilitation In progress 
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Routine Activities 

 Routine activities including pothole and edge break repairs on sealed roads, 
sign maintenance, litter collection and removal of detritus and routine 
inspections. 

 
Additional Maintenance Grading 

 Due to prevailing climatic conditions, additional maintenance grading is 
required to ensure Council’s unsealed road network remains serviceable, 
especially during the upcoming harvest.  Accordingly, it is recommended that 
Council increase its maintenance grading vote by $200,000 which will be 
offset by expected flood damage funding of a matching amount. 

 
 
(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Maintenance of Council’s infrastructure assets is carried out in accordance 
with Council’s adopted management plans. 

 
(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report. 
 
(c) Social Implications 

Maintenance works are programmed where practical, to minimise social 
impacts. 

 
(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 
 
(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Works are scheduled in accordance with Council’s adopted 2020/21 
Operational Plan and Budget. 

 
(f) Risk Implications 

Maintenance works are programmed to minimise the risk to Council and 
the public. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
The report provides updated information on the projects and planned works within 
the Infrastructure Department for Council’s information. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
1. That Council notes the information in this report. 
 
2. That Council agrees to increase the maintenance grading vote 

by $200,000 which will be offset by expected flood damage 
funding of a matching amount. 
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12.13 ROAD CLOSURE 

File Number: R8-11 

Author: Kookie Atkins, Director of Engineering Services 

Authoriser: Kookie Atkins, Executive Leader - Infrastructure  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to consider a request to close an unused section of 
SR17b, Old Wongy Road (as marked on the following maps) with the intent to sell or 
lease the land. 
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BACKGROUND 
Council has been approached by the owners of the property to the north of the 
subject road reserve, to lease or purchase the reserve area.  Only one other property 
is bounded by the area and the owners will be contacted if and when the road is 
closed.   
 
The section of road is unformed, does not service any properties and no property 
accesses will be affected.  It is therefore considered to be surplus to Council’s 
requirements. 
 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
4.1 Ensure long term management and protection of our community 
assets. 

 
(b) Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations to this report. 
 
COMMENTARY 
As the Roads Authority Council can, with due process, consider closing a road 
reserve and resolve to classify it as ‘operational land’. 
 
Once the road is officially closed then the created block can be leased or sold, 
following appropriate consultation with the general public.  
 
Staff has assessed this section of road and its relationship with surrounding parcels 
of land and determined that the sale of the land would be the most desirable outcome 
for Council. 

 
(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

As the Roads Authority it is Council’s duty to ensure road reserves are 
managed in a responsible manner and that road closures are conducted in 
accordance with the Roads Act 1993. 

 
(b) Legal Implications 

This report has no legal implications. 
 
(c) Social Implications 

This report has no social implications. 
 
(d) Environmental Implications 

This report has no environmental implications. 
 
(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Road reserves are assets of Council and, as such, responsible 
management is required. 

 
(f) Risk Implications 

This report has no risk implications. 
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CONCLUSION 
The road reserve at the northern end of SR17b, Old Wongy Road - is surplus to 
Council’s current or future needs.  It is recommended that Council proceed with the 
proposed closure and disposal of the subject land.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
1. That Council advertises the proposed closure to the road 

reserve on the northern end of Old Wongy Road for a period 
of 28 days and invites public submissions. 

2. That, if no submissions are received, Council proceeds with 
the formal closing of this roads reserve area mentioned in 
paragraph one (1) above. 

3. That Council advertises for expressions of interest for the 
purchase of the subject portion of land when the road closure 
has been formalised. 
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12.14 COONAMBLE LEVEE EASEMENTS PRIVATE  AND CROWN LAND 

File Number: F5-4-4 

Author: Kookie Atkins, Executive Leader - Infrastructure 

Authoriser: Kookie Atkins, Executive Leader - Infrastructure  

Annexures: Nil 

  
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider easement acquisitions of both 
private and Crown Land for the purpose of the Coonamble levee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
As part of the Coonamble levee upgrade, the creation of easements is required along 
the length of the levee. 
 
Staff have been working through the easements on the section of levee situated on 
private land and now require a formal Council resolution to proceed with the 
Acquisition of Easements over private land via the transfer granting easement 
process. 
 
The easement acquisitions will affect the following lots: 
 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Lot 237 DP4003 Lot 2 DP668047 Lot 12 DP523657 

Lot 83 DP754227 Lot A DP323610 Lot 80 DP1149616 

Lot 181 DP754227 Lot 1 DP1011199 Lot 2,3, & 4 DP8496 

Lot 216 DP754227 Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 DP2677 Lot 1 DP361842 

Lot 236 DP40042 Lot 1 DP132233 Lot 4 DP999368 

Lot 253 DP820715 Lot B DP421622 Lot 41 & 42 DP229965 

Lot 212 DP754227 Lot 1 DP1085172 Lot 6 Sec. 1 DP758282 

Lot 1 DP132662 Lot A DP400276 Lot 1 DP918387 

Lot 1 & 2 DP1196608 Lots 1& 2 DP325914 Lot 2 DP659183 

Lot 10 DP1073724 Lot 1 DP1066240 Lot 1 S.42 DP758282  

 

CROWN LAND 

Lot 701 DP1072175 Lot Y in DP1238428 (part of bed of Castlereagh River) 

Lot 8 S.1 DP758282 Lot A in DP1261917 (part of bed of Castlereagh River) 
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(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I1.2 Minimise the effects of flooding on our infrastructure. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Private property owners and the Crown will be entitled to compensation for 
the easements created.  This expense has been allowed for in the project 
costing and will be funded from the Levee Upgrade Reserve. 

COMMENTARY 

Council has previously approved the easements associated with the earlier stages of 
the levee upgrade and work on the final stage of the upgrade is currently in progress. 

The acquisitions for the Coonamble Flood Levee Easements Stage 4 over private 
property and Crown Land are ready to proceed to Council resolution.  The flood 
levee easement is proposed to be acquired with agreement from each private 
landowner under the Local Government Act 1993.  

Should agreement be unable to be reached, then the easement will be acquired by 
the compulsory process under the terms of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms 
Compensation) Act 1991.  

Acquisition from the Crown will be under the compulsory process as per the terms of 
the mentioned Land Acquisition Act and under Council’s powers contained within the 
Local Government Act 1993. 

TERMS OF EASEMENTS 

1. FULL AND FREE right for the Body having the benefit, its successors 
and assigns (being a public or local authority) and every person 
authorised by it from time to time and at all times to: 

a) erect, construct, reconstruct, place, inspect, alter, repair, renew, 
maintain or remove within that part of the lots that are affected by 
this easement any embankment, levee, earth, concrete or rock 
works, culverts, pumps or devices and any supporting or ancillary 
works or equipment for the purposes of flood mitigation and to 
repair, inspect, alter, renew, maintain, use and remove any works, 
plant or equipment of the aforementioned categories which are 
already constructed or placed in the lots burdened (the ownership 
of all of which works, plant and equipment is vested in the Body 
having the benefit, its successors and assigns (being a public or 
local authority); 

b) do anything necessary for that purpose including:-  

i) entering the lots burdened; 

ii) taking anything onto the lots burdened;  

iii) carrying out the work; and 

iv) removing inappropriate plantings including trees. 
 

2. The owners of the lots burdened must not:- 
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a) interfere with the levee or any works, plant or equipment; 

b) use the affected land, or any part of the lot burdened, or any other 
land in a way which may detract from the stability of or likely to 
cause damage to the levee or any associated works, plant or 
equipment; or 

c) erect, place or permit the erection or placing in or on the works, 
plant or equipment of any building, plantings, structure or thing 
without the permission in writing of the Body having the benefit, its 
successors and assigns (being a public or local authority) 
PROVIDED THAT permission will be deemed to have been given 
with respect to buildings, structures or things erected thereon at the 
date of acquisition of this easement.  Such buildings, structures or 
things may remain until such time as the Body having the benefit, 
its successors and assigns (being a public or local authority) need 
to exercise its powers conferred herein. 

 

3. If an owner of any of the lots burdened does or allows anything to be 
done which damages the levee or other works or plant and equipment 
or its effectiveness, the Body having the benefit, its successors and 
assigns (being a public or local authority) may give fourteen (14) days 
written notice to the owner of that lot burdened requiring the damage to 
be repaired or the impairment removed.  If the owner of that lot 
burdened does not comply with the notice, the Body having the benefit, 
its successors and assigns (being a public or local authority) may enter 
and repair the damage or remove the impairment and may recover any 
reasonable costs from the owner of that lot burdened. 

4. In exercising the above powers under 1 and 3, the Body having the 
benefit, its successors and assigns (being a public or local authority) 
must:-  

a) ensure all work is done properly; 

b) cause as little inconvenience as possible to the owners and 
occupiers of the lots burdened; 

c) cause as little damage as possible to the lots burdened and any 
improvement thereon; 

d) restore the lots burdened as nearly as possible to their former 
condition; 

e) make good any damage; 

f) where the works consist or will consist of earthen embankment 
ensure the profile of the earthen embankment will not hinder 
smooth mowing by either hand pushed or ride on type mowers; and 

g) deny and deter public access to the levee on private property. 
 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

This report has no governance or policy implications. 
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(b) Legal Implications 

This report has no legal implications. 

(c) Social Implications 

This report has no social implications. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

This report has no environmental implications. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

The easements are required to ensure the levee structure can be 
managed as an asset of Council. 

(f) Risk Implications 

This report has no risk implications. 

CONCLUSION 

The creation of these easements will ensure access to the levee for future 
maintenance and also formalise agreements with landholders, their rights and 
obligations.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council acquires an easement for the flood levee identified 
as “A” in DP1261917, Schedule “B”, affecting the privately 
owned land listed below, by authority contained in the Local 
Government Act 1993 and pursuant to the relevant provisions of 
the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991:  

 Lot 237 DP4003 

 Lot 83 DP754227 

 Lots 181 & 216 DP754227 

 Lot 236 DP40042 

 Lot 253 DP820715 

 Lot 212 DP754227 

 Lot 1 DP132662 

 Lot 1 & 2 DP1196608 

 Lot 10 DP1073724 

 Lot 2 DP668047 

 Lot A DP323610 

 Lot 1 DP1011199 

 Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 DP2677 

 Lot 1 DP132233 

 Lot B DP421622 

 Lot 1 DP1085172 

 Lot A DP400276 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Item 12.14 Page 195 

 Lots 1& 2 DP325914 

 Lot 1 DP1066240 

 Lot 12 DP523657 

 Lot 80 DP1149616 

 Lot 2,3, & 4 DP8496 

 Lot 1 DP361842 

 Lot 4 DP999368 

 Lot 41 & 42 DP229965 

 Lot 6 Sec. 1 DP758282 

 Lot 1 DP918387 

 Lot 2 DP659183 

 Lot 1 S.42 DP758282  
 

2. That Council pays the necessary compensation to the affected 
landowners as per the valuation advice received by Council.  

3. That Council reserves the right to proceed via the compulsory 
acquisition process to acquire the necessary easements over 
individual allotments, should agreement with those individual 
landowners be unable to be reached. 

4. That Council acquires an easement for flood levee shown as “A” 
in DP1261917 Schedule “B” and “Y” in DP1238428 Schedule “C” 
over the portions of Crown Land listed below via the compulsory 
acquisition process, by authority contained in the Local 
Government Act 1993 and pursuant to the relevant provisions of 
the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991.  
These portions of Crown land are identified as: 

 Lot 701 DP1072175 

 Lot 8 S.1 DP758282 

 Lot Y in DP1238428 (part of bed of Castlereagh River) 

 Lot A in DP1261917 (part of bed of Castlereagh River) 
 

5. That the Terms of the Easement for the flood levee be as shown 
on Schedule “A” and as included with the body of this report.  

6. That the afore-mentioned land acquisitions are not for the 
purpose of resale. 

7. That all mineral rights are excluded from the afore-mentioned 
land acquisitions. 

8. That the necessary land acquisition applications be made to the 
NSW Minister for Local Government and the NSW Governor. 

9. That the General Manager be delegated the authority to finalise 
each individual land acquisition, including the necessary signing 
of the Transfer Granting Easement Form and Deed of Agreement 
of Compensation, with a witness. 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 14 October 2020 

 

Item 12.15 Page 196 

12.15 WORKPLACE INJURY MANAGEMENT REPORT 

File Number: S-17 

Author: Graeme Joseph, Training & WHS Coordinator 

Authoriser: Amanda Nixon, Manager - People, Risk and Improvement  

Annexures: Nil 

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to keep Council informed of significant Workers 
Compensation Insurance figures and trends. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Information on Workers Compensation has been provided from the financial years 
2018/2019, 2019/2020 and the year to date figures for the 2020/21 year. 

BACKGROUND 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

L1.4.7. Ensure compliance with legislation for WH&S. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

Improvement in safety practices and compliance reduces Worker’s 
compensation premiums through a reduction in injury and claim costs, as 
well as the risk of legal action and fines for non-compliance with current 
WHS legislation and regulations.  The workers compensation premium for 
2020/21 was estimated and included in the budgetary considerations for 
2020/21. 

COMMENTARY 

The table below covers Workers Compensation claims provided from the 2018/19 to 
2020/21 YTD financial years. 

Item 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

Total Premium $246,574.11 $241,450.13  
$301,392.83 
(Estimate) 

Premium as a % of 
Gross Wages (ex 
GST) 

3.2% 3.2% 
3.1% 

(Estimate) 

YTD New Claims 
(Premium 
Impacting) 

6 8 0 

YTD New Claims 
(Non Premium 
Impacting) 

23 12 2 

YTD Total New 
Claims 

29 21 
 

2 
 

YTD Time Lost 
Due to Injury (LTI 
Days) 

88 96 
 

0 
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Open Premium 
Impacting Claims 
(Previous Years) 

0 1 
 

3 
 

Open Non 
Premium Impacting 
Claims (Previous 
Years) 

0 0 

 
 

0 
 

Open Premium 
Impacting Claims 
(Current Year) 

1 3 2 

Open Non 
Premium Impacting 
Claims (Current 
Year) 

1 5 0 

Total Open Claims 2 8 10 

Closed Claims that 
are still Impacting 
on Council’s 
Premium 

0 0 0 

Total Cost of All 
Premium Impacting 
Claims (to date) 

$39,735.00 $177,553.87 0 

Scheme 
Performance 
Rebates 

$24,418.71 $24,872.53 
$32,126.00 
(Estimate) 

Council continues to work closely with the insurer and other providers to achieve a 
return to work within the shortest possible timeframe; however, the ongoing lost time 
could negatively influence Council’s premium costs. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

There is no governance / policy implications arising from this current 
report, however, it is expected as a result of continuous improvement 
processes Council’s WHS Policies and practices may be altered to reflect 
best practice in the coming years. 

(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report itself.  All employers 
in NSW are subject to operate within the requirements of the Work, Health 
and Safety Act 2011, Work, Health and Safety Regulation 2017 and 
Workers Compensation Act 1987. 

(c) Social Implications 

While there are no social implications arising from this report, it is 
important to note that Council should strive to act in a socially responsible 
manner and has a duty of care towards its employees, contractors, 
volunteers and members of the public.  By aiming to achieve best practice, 
the Council can provide leadership and support to the wider community. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 
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(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

There are no Economic/Asset Management Implications arising from this 
report. 

(f) Risk Implications 

There are no Risk Implications arising from this report. 

CONCLUSION 

This report has been developed to advise Council of Workers Compensation 
Insurance figures and trends and will be an ongoing monthly report. 

Council continues to work closely with StateCover to manage workers compensation 
claims and is continuously monitoring and reviewing its WHS obligations and 
recovery at work systems to reduce workplace hazards and improve outcomes for 
injured workers. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the contents of the WHS Monthly Report for its 
information. 
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12.16 SALEYARDS REPORT 

File Number: S1 

Author: Emma Kelly, Finance Manager 

Authoriser: Bruce Quarmby, Executive Leader - Corporate and 
Sustainability  

Annexures: Nil  
  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to keep Council informed of monthly income and 
expenditure associated with the saleyards. 

BACKGROUND 

The following information details income and expenditure associated with the 
Coonamble saleyards for the month of September 2020. 

(a) Relevance to Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

I4.1 Ensure long term management and protection of our community 
assets. 

(b) Financial Considerations 

The Saleyards/ Truck wash unit was originally set up as a business unit for 
Council.  Whilst the truck wash continues to return a profit on its 
operations, the saleyard operations continue to run at a deficit – as has 
been the case for a number of previous financial years. 

COMMENTARY 

 

SALES

CATTLE:

 Amount  Amount 
 Total 

Cattle/ 

 Total 

Amount 

 ($)  ($)  Sheep  ($) 

18/09/2020  Fat Sale               1,226  2,563.45   1,226     9,695.82 

SALEYARDS ACCOUNT 01/07/2020 - 30/09/2020

Saleyard Operations:

Income          Income 30,841.30    

Expenditure          35,687.68    

Deficit         4,846.38-      

Truck wash:
Income         6,758.44      

Expenditure 1,521.64      

Surplus          5,236.80      

Summary: Income 37,599.74    

Expenditure          37,209.32    

Surplus          390.42          

 Date  Type  Scale  VA 
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Saleyards Activities 

A further fat cattle sale was held on Friday 18 September 2020 with another planned 
for Friday 23 October.  At this stage, it is expected the yarding will be over 1,000 
head.   Since resuming in June 2020, most yardings have been significant in number 
with quality cattle being offered. 

Maintenance at the saleyards is ongoing – however due to staff shortages, there has 
not been any major works undertaken during the past month. 

Following a request from the September 2020 meeting, quotes are being sourced to 
install CrimSafe following the recent incidents of vandalism.   Costings will be 
reported to the November Meeting. 

Two quotes for the installation of new kitchen at the amenities block are to hand, 
however more are expected.   This information will also be conveyed to the 
November Meeting. 

(a) Governance/Policy Implications 

Maintenance of Council’s infrastructure assets is carried out in accordance 
with Councils adopted management plans. 

(b) Legal Implications 

There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

(c) Social Implications 

There are no social implications arising from this report. 

(d) Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications arising from this report. 

(e) Economic/Asset Management Implications 

Works are scheduled in accordance with Council’s adopted Operational 
Plan and Budget to ensure Council’s assets are maintained to the 
appropriate standard. 

(f) Risk Implications 

Regular maintenance works are scheduled and carried out within 
budgetary constraints to reduce Council overall risk exposure. 

CONCLUSION 

The saleyard operations unfortunately continue to run at a deficit, which is not 
sustainable in the long term. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the information provided in this report.   
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13 NOTICES OF MOTIONS/QUESTIONS WITH 
NOTICE/RESCISSION MOTIONS 

13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - FUTURE TESTING OF WATER SUPPLIES 

File Number: W1 

Annexures: 1. Submission to IPC - Narrabri Gas Project   
2. NSW planning commission approves $3.6bn Narrabri 

gas project in state's north, The Guardian   
3. NSW planning commission approves Santos's Narrabri 

gas field project, Sydney Morning Herald   
4. Narrabri gas project approval angers farmers, but 

business groups, Santos rejoice, ABC    
  

PAYMENT OF FUTURE TESTING OF TOWN WATER SUPPLY BORES 

Cr Deans has submitted the following motion to be considered at the October 
Meeting of Council: 

Motion: 

1. That Council writes to the NSW Premier and NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment requesting for this Department to meet the cost 
of bore water testing for water supplies in the Coonamble Shire Council 
Local Government Area (LGA), including the townships of Gulargambone, 
Coonamble and Quambone, in perpetuity.  

2. That this testing includes analysis of water purity and water levels so that 
residents are assured of safety for consumption and surety of supply. 

3. That an independent organisation be commissioned to carry out this 
testing at least quarterly, starting immediately, to provide a benchmark 
prior to commencement of the Narrabri Gas Project. 

 

Reason: 

The Narrabri Gas project has been approved by the Independent Planning 
Commission, although 99% of residents in Coonamble Shire were opposed to 
the work going ahead due to the associated risk of contamination of water from 
the Great Artesian Basin. 

As our bores are the same depth as one of the fields Santos said they are 
putting bores into in the future, Cr Deans is of the opinion that the Government 
should be responsible for monitoring drinking supplies and keeping water 
supplies safe. 

She points out that small rural Councils such as Coonamble Shire, cannot be 
burdened with the additional costs pertaining to the monitoring of possible 
interference to the Great Artesian Basin caused by mining exploration.  
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Staff commentary: 

Council has historically been strongly opposed to coal seam gas exploration and 
mining and has maintained this strong stance for a number of the years.  Council has 
continued to support the views of the community, making numerous representations 
to politicians and authorities throughout.  

Most recently, Council submitted an objection to the public hearing of the 
Independent Planning Commission Hearing in July 2020 (attached to this report as 
Annexure 1).    

Since the approval of the Project by the Independent Planning Condition, there has 
been significant media analysis of the controversial decision (examples of such 
reports are attached for the information of Council as Annexures 2, 3 and 4).  
Additionally, representations have been made to Council by ratepayers, expressing 
their ongoing opposition to the project and concern about its approval.  

After comments of support for the project were made by the Chairman of Regional 
Development Australia (RDA) Orana, staff have requested that organisation clarify 
their position as a representative agency of this local government organisation.  The 
matter will be raised at the next Board meeting of RDA Orana on 19 October 2020 
and staff expect an update following that meeting.  

While the response to the approval of the project by the Independent Planning 
Commission is varied among political, commercial and private representatives, it has 
been clear that the community of the Coonamble LGA remains vehemently opposed 
to this project and indeed any threat to local water sources on which our community 
and economy is entirely reliant.  

 

MOTION 

1. That Council writes to the NSW Premier and NSW Department 
of Planning, Industry and Environment requesting for this 
Department to meet the cost of bore water testing for water 
supplies in the Coonamble Shire Council Local Government 
Area (LGA), including the townships of Gulargambone, 
Coonamble and Quambone, in perpetuity.  

2. That this testing includes analysis of water purity and water 
levels so that residents are assured of safety for consumption 
and surety of supply. 

3. That an independent organisation be commissioned to carry 
out this testing at least quarterly, starting immediately, to 
provide a benchmark prior to commencement of the Narrabri 
Gas Project.  
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14 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to 
the public in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

14.1 Closed  (Public Excluded) Council Meeting of the Coonamble Shire 
Council - 9 September 2020  

 

   

 

15 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 


