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Our Ref: PG:BB 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY FOR TOORAWEENAH ROAD 

 
The Federal Government has given a nice Christmas gift to Council by providing an additional 
$18.2 million towards the Tooraweenah Road Upgrade. 
 
The Hon Mark Coulton MP contacted the Mayor on Wednesday afternoon to share the news that 
his staff advised him that additional funding had been allocated to the Tooraweenah Road 
project. 
 
The attachment was downloaded from the Australian Government’s NSW and ACT Infrastructure 
Investment webpage. It summarises the outcomes of the 2024-25 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal 
Outlook.  
 
The relevant Tooraweenah Road extract is below. 
 

Tooraweenah Road Upgrade  
 
The project will deliver upgrades along 27 kilometres of Tooraweenah Road. 
Upgrades include road sealing, road rehabilitation, road widening, culvert upgrades 
and improving flood resilience. The Australian Government has committed an 
additional $18.2 million towards the project. 
  
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $41.2 million. 

 
General Manager Paul Gallagher wrote to NSW and ACT Infrastructure Investment in mid-
September seeking additional funding which was to be considered at their mid-year economic 
review to complete the whole of the Tooraweenah Road project within Coonamble Shire. 
 
There were three options presented and the recommended option that has now been approved 
includes focusing the work on the 27km of unsealed road within Coonamble Shire. Under this 
option the whole length of the road in Coonamble Shire would achieve flood-free travel for up to 
a 1-in-10-year flood event. 
 
Council would continue to maintain the existing sealed section under its current maintenance 
provisions, making the project more affordable and better value for money than upgrading the full 
58km. 
 
Council now has to wait for the funding deed and conditions to be provided by the Federal 
Government. However, this now provides the assurance and funding certainty for Council to 
complete the entire unsealed section of Tooraweenah Road so that detailed planning and project 
delivery can occur. 
 
  



 
 
 
The three main benefits of this approach now funded are: 
 

• It provides a sealed road between Coonamble and Coonabarabran through the 
Warrumbungle National Park therefore opening up the west to more tourists. 
 

• It upgrades a vital route for the agricultural industry used for transporting grain and 
livestock to receival locations. 

 
• It provides improved access to properties and services during wet-weather events. 

 
General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “We are delighted to get this great news for the road and 
Shire, particularly in light of the fact that the Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook was done in 
a very challenging budget environment. To achieve any extra funding at this time is a testament 
to all those who have supported us and the hard work of our Council’s roads team.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Gallagher 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

Attachment 
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New South Wales 
Infrastructure Investment Program   
2024–25 MYEFO 

 

Connecting Australians  I  Enriching Communities  I  Empowering Regions 
Supporting priority land transport infrastructure projects. 

 

The Australian Government is committed 
to ensuring the sustainability of the  
10-year, over $120 billion infrastructure 
investment pipeline, delivering nationally 
significant projects while considering the 
impacts of inflation and cost of living 
pressures on Australians. 
  
Through the 2024-25 MYEFO, the 
Government is focused on managing cost 
pressures by implementing strategies for 
existing projects and maintaining our 
commitment to responsible financial 
management.   
 
Nearly $55 million has been committed 
towards existing projects to ensure the 
continued delivery of essential road 
infrastructure upgrades within New South 
Wales.  

As at 2024-25 MYEFO, the Government’s 
total commitment to New South Wales 
under the Infrastructure Investment 
Program, over the next 10-years is 
$21.0 billion, including $17.9 billion 
towards major road and rail projects and 
$3.1 billion for smaller projects and 
programs such as the Roads to Recovery, 
Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure and 
the Black Spots programs. 
 
The Government remains dedicated to 
working for all Australians by delivering 
nationally significant infrastructure projects 
that enhance productivity and resilience, 
improve liveability, and promote 
sustainability. 
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Projects receiving additional funding  

Through the 2024–25 MYEFO, the Australian Government has committed $54.1 million to 
support the delivery of existing projects. 

 
 
Peak Hill Road Upgrade ‘Part 1’ 
The project will deliver upgrades along approximately 16 kilometres of Peak Hill 
Road including road sealing, road rehabilitation, road widening and improving flood 
resilience. The Australian Government has committed an additional $19.2 million 
towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $27.8 million.  
 
 
Tooraweenah Road Upgrade 
The project will deliver upgrades along 27 kilometres of Tooraweenah Road. 
Upgrades include road sealing, road rehabilitation, road widening, culvert upgrades 
and improving flood resilience. The Australian Government has committed an 
additional $18.2 million towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $41.2 million.  
 
 
Central Coast Roads Package 
The project will deliver upgrades to 29 individual road projects within the Central 
Coast region of New South Wales including a number of road rehabilitation and 
resurfacing works, improved road drainage and the upgrade of an existing 
roundabout. The Australian Government has committed an additional $6.5 million 
towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $93 million.  
 
 
Coreen Avenue and Coombes Drive Upgrades 
The project will deliver upgrades to the existing intersection on Coreen Avenue and 
Coombes Drive as well as installing a roundabout at the intersection of Coombes 
Drive and Hickeys Lane. The Australian Government has committed an additional 
$3.4 million towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $9 million.  
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Kurrajong Road Intersection Upgrade at Beech Road and Lyn Parade, 
Prestons 
The project will deliver upgrades including the replacement of the single lane 
roundabout with a signalised intersection, signalised pedestrian crossings on all 
approaches, road widening and two additional lanes. The Australian Government 
has committed an additional $2.9 million towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $6.9 million. 
 
 
Coreen Avenue and Lemongrove Road signals 
The project will deliver upgrades to an existing traffic signal with dual turn lanes into 
Lemongrove Road as well as widening Coreen Avenue and Lemongrove Road. The 
Australian Government has committed an additional $1.9 million towards the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $4.7 million.  
 
 
Blaxland Road/Balaclava Road Intersection Improvements 
The Australian Government has agreed to contribute an additional $1.2 million 
towards finalising the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $1.6 million.  
 
 
Bruxner Highway – Wollongbar to Goonellabah 
The Australian Government has agreed to contribute an additional $620,000 towards 
finalising the project. 
 
The total Australian Government commitment towards the project is now $1 million.  
 
 
Summary – Additional funding ($m) 
Peak Hill Road Upgrade ‘Part 1’ 19.2 
Tooraweenah Road Upgrade 18.2 
Central Coast Roads Package 6.5 
Coreen Avenue and Coombes Drive Upgrades 3.4 
Kurrajong Road Intersection Upgrade at Beech Road and Lyn Parade, Prestons 2.9 
Coreen Avenue and Lemongrove Road signals 1.9 
Projects to be finalised 1.9 
Total 54.1 
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