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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
OUR WATER SUPPLIES CLEAR OF PFAS ‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’ 

 
Water provided through the Coonamble, Gulargambone and Quambone urban supplies has 
been tested and found free of the ‘forever chemicals’ of the PFAS group – Perfluoroalkyl 
Substances. 
 
These chemicals are used in firefighting foam and have been found to contaminate some land 
and water sites through the State where firefighting foam has been used, such as at vehicle 
accidents and chemical spills. 
 
The NSW Parliament has set up a Select Committee on PFAS Contamination in Waterways and 
Drinking Water Supplies throughout NSW to identify communities at risk from this contamination 
and to determine the best ways to deal with it. 
 
Coonamble Shire Council has had water tested from all three urban supplies, with results 
showing no contamination. 
 
PFAS – a group of about 4,000 chemicals – are also used in making cookware and food 
packaging that prevents sticking, in making carpets, clothing, and furniture resistant to stains and 
water, and even in cosmetics and sunscreen. 
 
In Australia, the historical use of PFAS in fire-fighting foams has resulted in increased levels 
being detected at sites like airports, Defence bases, and other sites where fire-fighting training 
has been conducted or where fire suppression systems are installed for extinguishing liquid-fuel 
fires. 
 
Increased environmental levels of PFAS have also been found near some industrial areas, 
effluent outfalls and landfill sites. Outside of these areas, it is unlikely that increased levels of 
PFAS would be present in the local environment. 
 
General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “Council demonstrated sound management and due 
diligence by getting our water tested for PFAS. I am very pleased to see that our supplies are 
free of these harmful substances.”  
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