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MEDIA RELEASE

ILLEGAL DUMPING A REAL COMMUNITY ISSUE

Council is now taking greater steps to deal with illegal dumping across the Shire.

lllegal dumping is the disposal of more than small amounts of waste or litter on land or in water
without approval. lllegal dumping can include placing unwanted household items on the footpath
when there is no council collection or dumping rubbish in the bush or on the side of a road.

It is a major issue that creates numerous problems:
Appearance — it is unsightly and gives the Shire a bad look.

Environmental — it can contaminate the environment and soil, poison plants and animals,
smother native vegetation, introduce weeds into sensitive bushland, pollute waterways
and degrade culturally sensitive environments.

Health — it can harm human health, make public places dangerous to use, create a fire
risk and endanger people’s lives by blocking emergency access.

Fairness — while others are paying to have their rubbish collected or disposed of, and
therefore meeting their responsibilities, dumpers are not, and this sends bad signals to
others.

Cost — it is a cost to Council and the community to remove the material.

Mayor Tim Horan said, “lllegal dumping is a very unfortunate problem that we must tackle. It
creates clear dangers to the environment and health, not to mention the unnecessary cost to
council to clean it up, at a cost to all rate payers.”

lllegal dumping fines are significant and should act as a deterrent to people. For dumping more
than 50 litres or 50 kilograms of waste, the fine can be up to $10,000 for a business and $2,500
for an individual.

Residents can report illegal dumping. RIDonline is a database used by councils and government
agencies across NSW to record and manage illegal dumping incidents. People can visit
RIDonline with their smartphone, tablet or computer and upload a picture of the dumped waste.
They can then provide the address of the incident using the GPS on their map, and submit the
report.

Council is not just expecting others to monitor and report on this; it is taking positive, proactive
action. Council received a grant of $19,080 under the lllegal Dumping Prevention Grant Round 2
Stream 1a to capture baseline data and to develop an lllegal Dumping Strategy.



The project scope will include Shire-wide surveillance for illegal dumping, such as the cost of
equipment like trail cams and GPS locators. It will also help fund a media communications
campaign.

General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “This is one of those activities that Council and the
community must address together and stamp it out. We need everyone to do the right thing and
dispose of their rubbish properly and legally.”
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