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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

NEW HOUSING FOR COONAMBLE COMING TO FRUITION 
 
The prospects for new housing in Coonamble received a major boost today following an extra-
ordinary meeting of Council. 
 
At the meeting a confidential report was provided to Council with information on a commercial 
offer that has been received to develop housing in the Shire from the Simmons Group for a 
Modular Housing Project.  
 
Over some time, Council has been having discussions with various entities to facilitate new 
housing for the Coonamble Local Government Area. While this is a high priority for both State 
and Federal Government, the rate of progress so far can only be considered glacial.  
 
In the end, Council chose not to rely on others and, instead, opted to lead by example, seeking 
partners to develop houses. Council has recognised that it needs to be a leader for the 
community in addressing the housing shortage – making a critical decision to buy its own land 
stock for residential purposes.  
 
Subsequently, the Simmons Group made an offer to work with Council to construct nine new 
homes of a modular form to showcase this solution to the housing crisis to the public, State, 
Federal and Local Government. The obvious advantages of these homes are their low cost and 
speed to build. 
 
The Simmons Group proposes the construction of a demonstration site at Coonamble and 
believes this can achieved with Council. It would have a mix of professional appointment 
housing, essential worker housing, and affordable worker housing. 
 
The most practical site identified that has services and street facing configuration is the Yarran-
Reid Street site, which many locals may know as the Old Sawmill site.  
 
Council would be responsible for the sub-division of the site to create 19 new parcels of land. 
This would include the placement of a sewerage pumping station, which is already part of the 
2024-25 capital works budget. 
 
Council would also supply land and civil works for the construction of residential dwellings. 
Two of the blocks could be multi-dwelling detached villa’s (two-bedroom layout), specifically for 
rotating essential worker housing. 
 
The project can be initiated immediately, with the first houses being made off-site and 
transported to the project site, once ready, within six months.  
 
While still subject to commercial negotiations, in the joint venture Council would seek to get 
ownership of one new three-bedroom dwelling and retain one vacant residential land parcel 
within the new subdivision as part of the settlement.  
 



 
The development would be on project exhibition for a period up to 3 months after completion to 
allow State and Federal Governments to visit the site and inspect the project and its delivery 
model. 
 
Council resolved to delegate to the General Manager the power to conduct any further 
negotiation as necessary to give effect to the housing development by signing a contract with the 
Simmons Group. 
 
Beyond the housing project, the Simmons Group intends to promote this value proposition to 
other regional areas. This would require a regional staging location to facilitate the operation that 
could support 15-20 local employees. As a further flow on benefit for the Shire, Council has 
advised the Simmons Group that it is developing a suitably zoned and serviced industrial block 
which would meet this need at the old sheepyard site.  
 
General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “It has been widely recognised that there is a housing 
shortage across the nation, and the Coonamble LGA clearly faces this crisis also with record low 
rentals available on the market.”  
 
“We have been working very hard over some time to explore all opportunities to partner with the 
private sector. We aim to be masters of our destiny on this critical issue for the Shire and this 
project is a major breakthrough for us.” 
 
 
 
Paul Gallagher 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

 

 



 


