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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
EVIDENCE CLEARLY SHOWS THAT COUNCIL IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

 
Recent evidence shows that Coonamble is one of the leaders in NSW in approval times for 
Development Approvals. 
 
The report indicated that Coonamble Shire Council was in the top 10 of all NSW councils for the 
fastest development assessment times, with an average of only 36 days. 
   
There are several reasons why approval times are so important for the public and business: 
 
Cost – the quicker the process the less cost for applicants in waiting and responding to 
information requests; a prolonged process costs everyone money. 
 
Timeliness – the proposed development work is not held up and the applicant can proceed in a 
timely manner. 
 
Certainty – speed and reliability give greater certainty and lower risk to customers, giving them 
the confidence to proceed earlier. 
 
Reputation - the public’s trust in council to get things done enhances the reputation of Council 
and boosts community confidence. 
 
Overall, faster assessment times support Council when trying to attract investors and developers 
to Coonamble Shire. They send a clear signal that we are open for business and give investors 
confidence when investing in our community.    
 
By way of background, in July 2024 the NSW Government’s Statement of Expectations Order 
2024 came into effect. The order aims to provide greater transparency on expectations for the 
community and ensures councils are accountable for their planning performance. 
 
Expectations include minimum performance standards for determining development applications 
and standards for lodgment times. 
 
The NSW Government has developed league tables to monitor councils’ performance closely 
against these expectations, using data gathered from the NSW Planning Portal. 
 
Data for the 2023-24 year was recently released and sets the benchmark for each council 
moving forward. It shows Coonamble Shire Council’s average was 36 days (see chart below). 
 
  



 
 
General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “We have a very capable and experienced planning 
section in Council that works very hard to deliver a wide range of planning and regulatory 
services. 
 
“The results just released showing our low development approval times are testament to their 
performance and customer focus”. 
 
 
Paul Gallagher 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

 


