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COUNCIL DEVELOPING NEW ENTRY SIGNAGE 

TO RECOGNISE SHIRE AND COUNTRY 
 

Coonamble Shire Council is leading the development of new signage to recognise entry to 
Coonamble Shire and Country of the Weilwan and Gamilaroi people. 
 
‘Yaama’, a traditional Gamilaroi word for ‘hello’ – shared and understood by neighbouring 
peoples – is proposed to lead the wording on the new signs, followed by ‘Welcome to 
Coonamble Shire, Weilwan Country, Gamilaroi Country.’ 
 
It is proposed to use stenciled steel for the signage, with a panel background featuring Weilwan 
and Gamilaroi artwork. Agricultural motifs of wheat, sheep and cattle could also be a feature of 
the panel background.  
 
The incorporation of artwork featuring Aboriginal and agricultural motifs has the purpose of 
conveying the strong associations both have to the land over which the traveler is moving. 
Another aim is to prepare and prime the growing number of tourists to the area for experiences 
and encounters with all those who identify this land as ‘home’. 
 
It is also proposed to install ‘Care For Our Country’ signage past each of the Shire/Country 
entrance signs, inviting travelers to dispose of litter properly, to watch for animals and birds on 
roads and to report fires and chemical spills. 
 
This secondary signage aims to continue the tradition of ‘caring for country’ that has been 
practiced for millennia, highlighting actions that might otherwise impact land, air and water 
quality, and the welfare of bird and animal life. 
 
Members of the community are invited to comment and contribute to the development of the 
signage. They may do so through the response portal on Council’s public exhibition webpage at 
www.coonambleshire.nsw.gov.au/council/public-exhibition. 
 
Another guiding principle of such public art is that it contributes to the local economy by 
improving cultural tourism, community wellbeing and pride. 
 
Coonamble Shire General Manager Paul Gallagher said, “Our Shire entrance signs are very 
important as they create the first impressions that people experience.” 
 
“They share our identity with tourists and travelers, so it’s important these signs encompass who 
we are at present and who we want to be in the future.” 
 
“With our focus on further developing our tourism industry, the proposed features of the Shire 
entrance signs make reference to both cultural tourism and agritourism – key pillars of the push 
to encourage tourists to visit and stay in Coonamble Shire. 
 



 
 
“We have already had preliminary discussions with the local high school industrial arts students 
and staff to invite their participation in making the stenciled steel components of the signs. 
 
“The proposal to include the ‘Care For Our Country’ signage immediately after the Shire 
entrance signs shows our commitment to creating one vibrant community, informed by the 
values that are important to the people of the land, whether they be Traditional Owners, rural 
landholders or townspeople committed to a healthy environment.” 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

 

A concept design for new entrance signage to Coonamble Shire, Wayilwan/Weilwan Country 
and Gamilaraay/Gamilaroi Country to encourage discussion and participation in their design. 


